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PRESIDENTS REPORT:  
NOVEMBER 2021
Hi Everyone, 

Summer is almost here and the days are getting long enough for some afterwork twilight 
hunting. I hope many of you are getting out regularly. Another successful HUNTS course has 
been completed, congratulations to all those members who participated and thanks to all the 
volunteers who helped along the way. 

While the government’s restrictions caused significant disruptions our instructors did a great 
job rescheduling and making things happen.

Next month we have the Christmas shoot, it would be great to have a big turnout for some 
social shooting and BBQ. Put it in your calendar now before the sil ly season rush starts, 
Sunday 5th Dec. 

We’ve been having more and more attending every year with plenty of partners, families and 
kids joining in the shooting. Keep a look out for a coming notice.

We have got some great speakers lined up for coming club nights and although we’ve had to 
do a lot of rescheduling we are really lucky to have such a good line up. If you have any ideas 
on who you might like to have present at a club night or any contacts that may be interested, 
please let the committee know. 

We are also looking for stories for the newsletter about any of your hunting adventures,  
if you like to write or if you don’t, we would all appreciate to hear about one of your 
memorable hunts.

See you Tuesday.

Reuben
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NEW ZEALAND DEERSTALKERS 
ASSOCIATION (BOP BRANCH) INC.
PO Box 3111, Greerton, Tauranga 3142
Club Rooms, R617 SH 29, between Barkes Corner & Takitimu Drive
Branch Secretary: secretary@deerstalkersbop.org.nz

CLUB OFFICERS:
President  Reuben Hayward  027 482 8969  
  reuben@deerstalkersbop.org.nz
Immediate Past President  Clyde Rogers  07 544 8634 
  021 1645 370
Vice President  Stacy Whiteman  07 578 0995
  tauranga@hamillsnz.co.nz
Vice President  Tim Taylor  027 668 9904
Vice President  Jonothan Flude  027 545 1515
Secretary  Sarah Cotching  secretary@deerstalkersbop.org.nz
Treasurer  David Iles  020 4085 3353  
  treasurer@deerstalkersbop.org.nz
Patron  Keith Theobald  07 578 1195  
  027 693 5445

COMMITTEE MEMBERS:
Membership Secretary  Chris Maisey  027 496 7259  
  membership@deerstalkersbop.org.nz
HUNTS Coordinator  Bob Tatton  huntscourse@deerstalkersbop.org.nz
Range Manager  Royce Downes  range@deerstalkersbop.org.nz   
  021 286 1109
Assistant Treasurer  Chris Fryer  021 0817 2557
Stan Lowe   07 868 4515  
  lowe2147@gmail.com 
Les Nelson   07 544 2442 
Chris Munro   07 578 1180
Grant Hammond   021 137 3831
Doug Williams   07 544 3065 
Colin Forsythe   021 639 765
Dave Bragg   07 576 0204  
  davonne09@xtra.co.nz
Evan Dines   027 485 9935  
  evandines1@gmail.com
Andre Marygold   021 419 777
Lewis Hayward   021 639 106
Richard McEwen   021 138 2483
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NEW ZEALAND DEERSTALKERS 
ASSOCIATION (BOP BRANCH) INC.
BRANCH CONTACTS:
HUNTS Course Coordinator  Bob Tatton  huntscourse@deerstalkersbop.org.nz 
Hunts Instructors  Keith Theobald  07 578 1195 
  027 693 5445 
 Doug Williams  07 544 3065
Newsletter Editor  Nik Maxwell  021 0226 0185 
  editor@deerstalkersbop.org.nz 
Clubrooms Custodian  Keith Theobald  07 578 1195 027 693 5445 
Refreshments Managers  Richard McEwen  021 138 2483
 Evan Dines  027 485 9935 
  evandines1@gmail.com
Chiller Custodian  Reuben Hayward  027 482 8969 
  reuben.hayward@pm.me
Branch Hunts Coordinators  Stan Lowe  07 868 4515 
  lowe2147@gmail.com
 Tim Taylor  027 668 9904
Eastern Fish and Game  
Council Member Mike Jarvie  mikejarvie09@gmail.com 
  021 808 899
Accountant  Cam Graham
Grants Coordinator  Peter Setz
Auditor  Ken Collings

CLUB NIGHT: 
First Tuesday of the month at 7.30pm.
Doors open at 7pm if you want to come early for a chat!

COMMITTEE MEETING: 
Second Tuesday of the month at 7.30pm. 
All correspondence to be sent to secretary@deerstalkersbop.org.nz.

NEWSLETTER:
Deadlines for newsletter contributions is the 20th of the month. Opinions and views expressed 
in this newsletter are not necessarily endorsed by the branch, its executive committee or the 
national association. All newsletter content to be sent to editor@deerstalkersbop.org.nz.
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CLUB HUNTS – GETTING 
THE MOST FROM THEM AND 
THINGS YOU NEED TO KNOW

A CLUB HUNT IS 
THE BREAD AND 
BUTTER OF ANY 

DEERSTALKING CLUB. IT’S 
A TIME TO CHECK OUT NEW 
HUNTING LOCATIONS, GET 
TO KNOW OTHER MEMBERS, 
LEARN NEW SKILLS, AND MY 
PERSONAL FAVOURITE,  
SPIN A FEW YARNS.

I stil l remember my first club hunt. I was a 
teenager and we did a fly camp at the Te 
Tuhi/North South junction. I have a couple 
of vivid memories from that trip. The first is 
a family sized tent that Paul Adams and I 
found in the middle of nowhere. 

We marveled at how anyone had got it there 
in the first place, but we were even more 
surprised when we looked inside… there was 
porn scattered all over the floor! The second 

Group butchery session at the Pakihi Hut.
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memory was him telling me that a deer I’d 
spied was too small to shoot. 

It would have been my first deer and at the 
time and I was a bit disappointed. However 
because of that club hunt I had the courage 
to go back into the Kaimais and I shot my 
first deer not far from that spot. It must have 
been a good lesson aye Paul.

But I digress, the reason I wanted to write this 
article is because I regularly get members 
asking me what’s the deal with club hunts. 
There seems to be a list of common 
questions, so I thought I’d jot some down 
with appropriate answers. In no particular 
order, here we go…

“WE WELCOME EVERYONE 
TO COME ON CLUB HUNTS. 
THIS INCLUDES YOUR 
PARTNER, CHILDREN OR 
EVEN A KEEN FRIEND.”

Q: Who can go on a club hunt? 
A: We welcome everyone to come on club 
hunts. This includes your partner, children 
or even a keen friend. Some hunts have 
restrictions on numbers and some require a 
certain degree of experience, so it always 
pays to check with the hunt organiser just to 
be sure. 

Q: I’m new to hunting and not confident on 
my own, will I get partnered up. 
A: Short answer, most of the time. Long 
answer, we try our best to partner up new 
hunters but this isn’t always possible due to 
numbers and the experience levels within 
the group. Our normal process is to plan the 
hunting each night and where necessary 
partner people up. We will never leave you 
to fend for yourself but on the odd occasion 
you might be directed to walk up an easy 
riverbed on your own. Please try also to 
consider that experienced hunters may not 
necessarily want a newbie with them on a 
hunt – this might be their only time away 
from reality or they may just want to do a 
serious day’s hunting. 

Q: What if I don’t know anyone? 
A: No worries, this is the best possible time 
to get to know people! Hunting and camping 
with a bunch of like-minded individuals is 
the best way to get to know them. It’s the 
ideal time to make new hunting buddies and 
it will make you feel more welcome at the 
club as you get to know other members. 

Heading off down the Whanganui River.
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Q: I’ve never been to that location, how do I 
hunt it? 
A: We deliberately plan our club hunts to go 
to different areas throughout the year. This is 
so you can get exposure to different terrain 
and different species throughout NZ all 
within the supportive club environment. You 
may not be successful on this trip, but it will 
give you the chance to explore the area and 
should hopefully inspire you to return. 

Q: What gear do I need?
A: Each hunt is slightly different but at 
minimum you should have a pack, sleeping 
bag, cooking gear, and hunting kit. You don’t 
need a huge amount to get started so I’d 
recommend going easy on the gadgets until 
you know what you really need. I personally 
think that one of the best things about a 
club hunt is seeing what other people bring; 

it’s a favourite nighttime conversation and 
you will ultimately pick up a variety of tips 
and tricks that make successive hunts  
more enjoyable. 

Q: What’s the deal with transport?
A: This varies slightly with each hunt but 
wherever possible we try to carpool to save 
costs. The hunt organiser will help coordinate 
this but please remember to flick the driver 
some gas money. 

Q: Do we share the meat?
A: We try to encourage members to share in 
their success and divvy up any animals shot. 
While it’s not a hard rule, it’s encouraged 
so that everyone can feel like they’ve had 
a successful trip. Please note that you’re 
expected to help carry it out if you want to 
take it home. 

Q: Is there mattresses at the hut?
A: It’s surprising how often I get asked this 

Evening planning session at Te Whare 
Okioki hut.
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question. The short answer is yes, there is. 
I’m yet to find a DOC hut without a mattress 
but it never hurts to carry a Thermarest if 
you have one – other members of the public 
may have beaten you to the hut or sleeping 
outside on the balcony might be preferable, 
especially on a hot summers night.

Q: What food do I bring?
A: This is entirely up to you and will vary 
for different trips. If you’re packing in, then 
lightweight food such as Back Country 
Cuisine is preferable (but not compulsory) but 
if you’re driving to the location you can bring 
as much as you like. I personally like to eat 
so I happily carry in a pack full of goodies 
knowing it will only get lighter as the trip 
goes on. 

Q: Can I bring alcohol on a trip?
A: Normally it’s not a problem but it never 
hurts to check with the hunt organiser first. 

As an example, I enjoy a cold beer after a 
long day on the hil l and I often stash a few 
cans in a handy creek, but this might not be 
appropriate on one of our hare hunts where 
we’re spotlighting all night.

I hope the answers have helped cover off  
a few of the things you’re wondering about. 
If you have more questions, please feel free 
to give me a ring, send me an email, or chat 
to me at a club night (contact details are in 
this newsletter). 

Tim

Having a beer and getting to know 
each other at Clements Mill. “WE TRY TO ENCOURAGE 

MEMBERS TO SHARE IN 
THEIR SUCCESS AND DIVVY 
UP ANY ANIMALS SHOT. 
WHILE IT’S NOT A HARD 
RULE, IT’S ENCOURAGED 
SO THAT EVERYONE CAN 
FEEL LIKE THEY’VE HAD A 
SUCCESSFUL TRIP. ”
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CLUB NIGHT GUEST SPEAKER: TUESDAY 7TH DECEMBER

ANNEALING MADE PERFECT
As guest speaker on this club night we have the Pukekohe company Annealing 
Made Perfect who make the AMP Annealing electric induction machines.

These machines are a no mess, simple solution, for annealing cartridge brass to 
extend life and aid in consistent bullet release.

They are a NZ small business success story and their machines are exported all over 
the world.

So, if you would like to know more about how their research and technology is helping 
target shooters, long range shooters or hand loaders in general, please come along.

www.ampannealing.com

Subdivision Land Surveyors Helping You

“Make the most of your land”
Bay of Plenty / Waikato / Coromandel

We listen, we plan, we advise and we deliver.

THE NZDA BOP BRANCH WOULD LIKE TO EXTEND  
A BIG THANK YOU TO SURVEYING SERVICES WHO GAVE US  

A DISCOUNTED PRICE FOR SURVEYING THE 900M RANGE.

0800 BOUNDARY (0800 268 632)
E: enquiries@surveyingservices.co.nz
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TAHR LODGE:  
SOUTH ISLAND HUNTING
Check out this great Tahr, Chamois and Red Deer hunting destination 
to kick back and relax and shed some of that North Island stress (the 
South Island is stress free!). 

Built in the stunning Mount Cook National Park, near the Mount Cook Village, this is 
the jewel of our ‘huts’. 

A fabulous place to relax. Book it to have the lodge to yourself. Hot and cold 
running water, shower, 14 beds in 3 bunk rooms and a double in a separate room. 
New log fire, solar lighting, fridge freezer and all cutlery, cooking etc provided. Just 
linen and food required.

INFORMATION:
Sleeping up to 16, this hut has gas cooking and hot water. Very comfortable and 
recently updated with a new kitchen, it’s a great place to stay.

To book this excellent club facility please phone Jim Kroening, 03 688 7641 
evenings, or 027 276 0905 anytime.

FEES:
 � Members $15 per night.
 � Members and immediate family $25 per night.  

Max of $150 per night (capped)/
 � Non Member $35 per night.
 � Non Member and immediate family $50 per night.  

Max of $250 per night (capped).
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NZDA BOP  
RANGE UPDATE:
BACKING BOARDS:
Some of you will have already been to the range and seen the backing board 
trial at 25m. We have screwed four fence palings (cut to length) into the centre of 
each position. The idea is that these individual fence palings can very easily be 
unscrewed and replaced when shot out so will be faster and cheaper to replace 
when needed.

So far these appear to holding up well and we will continue to do this at other 
distances. The sides of the positions will also be replaced as needed.

WORKING BEES:
When we can be sure we have enough supplies ready to go (palings, posts etc) 
– many of you will be aware how difficult it is to source well priced timber at the 
moment, we will announce some working bees. 

These will be held on a variety of day’s: weekends and after work (in the summer) 
to suit different members. Along with replacing posts and backing boards we need 
the drums in the butts lifted and turned or replaced and some topped up, weed 
spraying, boundary checked, rubbish taken to land fil l.

CAN YOU HELP US:
Do you have access to a supply of “off cut” timber – but not scraps, good lengths of 
palings or posts that could be donated to the club or offered at a discounted rate??

Do you have a trailer, a digger, a small truck? We would like to put together a list of 
members that can help us out from time to time with various range maintenance 
that involves more than just man power with a spade, a dril l or a wheelbarrow.

Please flick an email through to range@deerstalkersbop.org.nz with your details.

Royce Downes
NZDA BOP Branch Range Manager
021 286 1109
range@deerstalkersbop.org.nz
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BOP NZDA CLUB EVENTS & 
HUNTS CALENDAR 2021
NOVEMBER

Location: Pakihi Hut, Opotiki area (previously advertised as Waipakihi).
Date: 12th – 14th November (previously advertised as 19th-21st).
Organiser: Tim Taylor, tim@nzdabop.org.nz, 027 668 9904.
Target: Reds and goats.
Notes: Easy 2 hour walk in. 

DECEMBER

Location: Oamaru Hut, Kaimanawas.  
Date: 3rd – 5th December.
Organiser: Iain MacAulay, iainmaca@gmail.com, 021 263 9845.
Target: Sika.
Notes: Options for walk or chopper.

THIS CALENDAR SPONSORED BY TREE WISE MEN

QUALIFIED ARBORISTS FOR ALL YOUR TREE REMOVAL, 
TREE MAINTENANCE & LANDSCAPING NEEDS

PAUL: 027 474 4301
TAURANGA,BAY OF PLENTY / 07 808 1235
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BOP NZDA SOCIAL MEDIA & WEBSITE LINKS
Please join us on Facebook and Instagram for  
ongoing information about party hunts and  
information about our events.

facebook.com/groups/deerstalkersbop
instagram.com/deerstalkersbop
www.deerstalkersbop.org.nz

www.deerstalkers.org.nz
Scan the QR Code to 

be directed to the BOP 
Deerstalkers Instagram.

NZDA BOP CLUB CHILLER 
If you need to report any issue, misuse, or abuse of the facility you can contact 
Reuben on 027 482 8969.

THE CLUB CHILLER FACILITY WAS MADE 
POSSIBLE WITH ASSISTANCE FROM 

CHILLERMAN AND HAMILLS TAURANGA
www.chillerman.co.nz
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DF MAISEY GUNSMITHING 
SERVICES & FIREARM 

ACCESSORIES
Firearm repairs, alterations & custom work

Muzzle brake manufacturer: 
www.muzzlebrakes.co.nz

Silencer/suppressor manufacturer: 
www.silencer.net.nz

CNC machining, firearm parts  
manufacture & supply

Sporting rifle & shotgun specialist
SUPPORTING NZDA BOP BRANCH SINCE 1997.

Contact: Dean & Claire Maisey
Phone: (07) 544 2207

Email: dean@gunsmith.co.nz
Website: www.gunsmith.co.nz 

Honest technical advice and full back-up service.
Great products. No junk.  

Guaranteed workmanship.

NEW ZEALAND’S FIRST TRUE 
DESTINATION DEALERSHIP

PROUD TO SUPPORT  
THE BAY OF PLENTY 

DEERSTALKERS
SPECIALISTS FOR  

4X4 IN TAURANGA

8 BRANDS

THE BAY’S BIGGEST SELECTION, 
OVER 300 NEW & USED VEHICLES

ALL BUDGETS FROM  
$5,000 TO $250,000

FARMER MOTOR GROUP LIMITED
116 Hewletts Road,  

Mount Maunganui, Tauranga City

07 578 6017 
info@farmermotorgroup.co.nz
www.farmerautovillage.co.nz

WWW.TVWILD.CO.NZ
FREE WEB-TV 

UPLOAD YOUR OWN 
PHOTOS & VIDEOS

The Graf Boys –  
Clyde & Steve Graf

0274 467610
PO Box 19440, Hamilton

thegrafboys@xtra.co.nz
www.tvwild.co.nz 
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APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP 
OF THE BAY OF PLENTY BRANCH OF 
THE NEW ZEALAND DEERSTALKERS 
ASSOCIATION (INC.) 
TO: New Zealand Deerstalkers Association (Inc) Bay of Plenty Branch
 PO Box 3111
 Greerton
 Tauranga 3142 

Dear Membership Secretary,

I am applying for membership of the Bay of Plenty Branch of the New Zealand Deerstalkers’ 
Association for the year March 1st 2021 – February 28th 2022.

MY DETAILS ARE AS FOLLOWS: (PLEASE PRINT IN CAPITALS)

Surname:  ...................................................................................................... Given Name/s: ..........................................................

Address:  ........................................................................................................ Suburb:  ..........................................................................

City/Town:  ..................................................................................................... Post Code:  ...................................................................

Telephone:  .................................................................................................... Mobile:  ............................................................................

Email:  ...............................................................................................................................................................................................................

Occupation:  .................................................................................................................................................................................................

Family Members: (Please see over page for more information)

Name:  .....................................................................................................................  DOB:  .........................................................................

Name:  .....................................................................................................................  DOB:  .........................................................................

Name:  .....................................................................................................................  DOB:  .........................................................................

Name:  .....................................................................................................................  DOB:  .........................................................................

Date of Birth if Junior or Superannuitant: ..............................  /  .............................. /  ..........................

Junior less than 18 as at 1st March 2021. Superannuitant over 65 as at 1st March 2021.

Membership info is available on our website where new members can apply online: 
www.deerstalkersbop.org.nz/membership/

MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS:
 � NZDA $10 Million Liability Insurance Cover, including $1 million rural fires extension.
 � NZDA working to protect your hunting interests.
 � Club newsletter – monthly.
 � Club nights with guest speakers, organized branch hunting trips.
 � HUNTS courses.
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INFORMATION FOR APPLICANTS:
Club Meetings are 7:00 PM first Tuesday of every month at the Tauriko Clubrooms, R617, SH29.

Contact the Membership Secretary, Chris Maisey on 027 496 7259 or email:  
membership@deerstalkersbop.org.nz for further information.

All new Applications are put before the committee, at their next available meeting, for 
acceptance – please allow up to 6 weeks for receipt of your membership card. 

The membership type I am applying for is: Period Joined (Circle one)

FEES: Branch financial year runs from  
March 1st to February 28th of the current year.

*Joining 
Fee

Full  
Year

Half  
Year

SENIOR: Full benefits at National and Branch level. $50.00 + $140.00 $70.00

FAMILY MEMBER: Partner/spouse or children/ grandchildren of 
Senior Member under 18 as at March 1st of the current year. $0.00 + $5.00 $3.00

JUNIOR: Must be less than 18 years of age  
as at March 1st of the current year. (No voting rights). $0.00 + $45.00 $25.00

ASSOCIATE: Can’t vote or enter national competitions. $50.00 + $95.00 $50.00

AFFILIATE: Must be a full member of another branch. $50.00 + $63.50 $35.00

SUPERANNUANT: Over 65 as at 1st March of the current year. $50.00 + $95.00 $50.00

STUDENT: Must produce valid Student ID card as proof. $50.00 + $95.00 $50.00

*Joining Fee only applies to NEW and members 
UNFINANCIAL for more than 90 days (i.e.: Existing membership 
must be renewed before 31st May of the current year). Joining Fee $50.00

OPTIONAL PAYMENTS: Annual Range Ticket – $50.00 
Donation towards ongoing development of the  
Shooting Range. Magnetic Swipe Key $20.00.

Range Ticket $50.00

Donation $

TOTAL PAYMENT $

Please use the bank details below to make payment for membership to the Bay of Plenty Branch.

Account Name: NZDA BOP Branch
Bank Account No: 03-0445-0184375-00
Reference: Enter your surname

* In all instances this application form must be fil led out in full and posted to:

New Zealand Deerstalkers Association BOP Branch,
PO Box 3111, Greerton, Tauranga, 3142

Under the terms of the Privacy Act 1993, I acknowledge that you are retaining my name and 
contact details for the purpose of communicating further information on NZDA and related matters.

Signature:  .........................................................................................  Date: .......................................................................
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BOP BRANCH PERSONAL 
LOCATOR BEACONS (PLB’S)  
FOR HIRE
AVAILABLE TO BRANCH MEMBERS FOR HIRE. THESE DEVICES CAN SAVE 
LIVES BY DRASTICALLY REDUCING SEARCH AND RESCUE TIMES.

Members will need to:

1. Book the units in advance.

2. Be a current member and show their membership card when picking them up.

3. Fill in an Outdoors Intention Form to be held by the Branch custodian  
issuing the unit.

4. Pay a $40 cash bond, refundable on return, in original condition and on time.

5. Pay a $10-20 donation per trip, on return, for hire of the unit.

Hire will be on a per trip basis, based on a maximum of a 21 day trip. The units will 
not be insured because of the cost, so any damage or loss will be payable by the 
user (approx. $640). 

There is no cost for the renewal of the unit if it is used in an emergency but if possible 
we will need it returned. Any costs incurred for rescue by emergency services or false 
PLB activation will be the sole responsibility of the user.

BRANCH PLB CUSTODIANS:
Dean Maisey, Welcome Bay  
07 544 2207

Keith Theobald, Greerton 
07 578 1195

Baden Prentice, Bethlehem 
07 579 3107 (pick up can also be made from Newton St,  
Mt Maunganui by prior arrangement)
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KERRY PASK
A GRADE MOTORCYCLE MECHANIC

PH 021 137 1671
A/H 07 571 1051

kerry@offroadmotorcycles.co.nz
22 Solomon Street

Brookfield, Tauranga

WWW.OFFROADMOTORCYCLES.CO.NZ
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NOTICE BOARD
FOR SALE: Old Lee Target Model Loader, 
some consumables, bits and pieces 
including primers and projectiles for 30-06. 
Contact Bruce Urwin on  
021 042 0895.

NOTE: If you have something to buy or sell 
please let the editor know. Similarly, if you 
advertise something for sale, and then sell it, 
please let your editor know so your advert  
can be removed.

DEERSTALKERS LIBRARY
Don’t forget the library is open for club members to borrow books and DVDs.  
See Richard McEwen on club nights between 7.15pm – 7.30pm.

RANGE NEWS
Royce Downes
NZDA BOP Branch Range Manager
021 286 1109
range@deerstalkersbop.org.nz

 � We are encouraging anyone who wants to bring a head or jaw in for measuring on club 
night to do so. If you bring a head to measure you’ll get a free beverage.

 � Warmer months make it all the more important to chil l your kil l. The Club Chiller is 
available, contact Reuben Hayward. (See Page 12).

 � November Club Night we have Louise Saunders, the new CE of the Manaaki Kaimai 
Mamaku Trust. This will be an informative presentation about conservation in our back yard.
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HOMEKILL 
PROFESSIONALS

RETAIL & WHOLESALE
Tauranga’s Professionals when 

it comes to home kill.

Beef, pig, sheep, wild game, 
all meat aged, sausage,  

salami, bacon, ham.
MAF Approved

07 548 0777

HAMILLS 
TAURANGA

Stockists of Stoney Creek, 
Hunters Element &  
Lamellar Clothing.

We are also agents for most 
major brands of firearms  

and ammunition.

437 Cameron Road,
Tauranga

07 578 0995
tauranga@hamillsnz.co.nz

For all scuba 
regulator repairs  

& servicing
Emergency oxygen  
training for divers. 
Emergency oxygen  

equipment for divers.
Over 35 years experience  

(20 in the bay).
Contact Riaan

021 563 563
servicing1@yahoo.com



NEW ZEALAND DEERSTALKERS ASSOCIATION / BAY OF PLENTY BRANCH

20

CODE OF ETHICS

“A peculiar virtue in wildlife ethics is that 
the hunter ordinarily has no gallery to 
applaud or disapprove of his conduct. 
Whatever his act they are dictated by his 
own conscience, rather than by a mob of 
onlookers. It is difficult to exaggerate the 
importance of this fact.”
Aldo Leopold, The Sand County Almanac

A MEMBER OF THE NEW ZEALAND DEERSTALKERS’ ASSOCIATION 
INCORPORATED WILL BE EXPECTED TO;
1. Approach recreational hunting from the highest possible level of ethics,  

having due regard to the welfare of the animals hunted, and prevention  
of cruelty to the same.

2. Not hunt or carry a firearm on property without the proper approval of  
the owner, occupier of controlling authority and shall strictly observe any 
conditions imposed upon him.

3. Be a responsible firearms owner and abide by current Firearms Laws.

4. Avoid unnecessary or deliberate damage to the environment,  
respect property, and other users of the outdoors.

5. Advocate sensible conservation practices at all times and promote  
New Zealand’s biodiversity ‘in situ’.

6. Practice the Field Guidelines when out hunting.

7. Be exemplary members of NZDA by promoting and abiding by its Rules,  
Field Guidelines and this Code of Ethics.
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HUNTING SAFETY 
GUIDELINES
Some suggestions from  
committee discussions.
1. It is recommended that hunters wear Hi-Viz clothing  

at all times while in the hunting block.

2. Alcohol may only be consumed after the days  
hunting is completed.

3. I l licit drugs will not be tolerated.

4. Only load your weapon when ready to shoot  
at your quarry.

5. Identify your target beyond any doubt.

6. Check the firing zone for people, non-target stock, 
buildings etc.

7. Never fire above the skyline.

8. Unload your weapon with the barrel pointing  
away from any potential hazards.

9. Never skylark with weapons.
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