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Winter is nearly over, and stags are 

dropping their antlers. There are still 

plenty of opportunities to bag a 

trophy if you hunt the right species. 

As the spring weather arrives the 

warmth will bring fresh growth and 

is a great time to harvest meat 

animals. There will be plenty of 

young spikers around with no clue 

about, providing easy targets for 

fil l ing the freezer with. Get out their 

and bag some venison, ready for 

the summer BBQs.

I was recently on a hunting/tramping trip with my 
family and some good friends, and it reminded me 
how much I enjoy what the New Zealand outdoors 
has to offer. Beautiful scenery, abundant wild game, 
and plenty of opportunity to enjoy good company. 
Our trip to the central plateau was a wonderful time 
with the group of four adults and eight kids (plus one 
6 months baked) making the most of what our 
region has to offer. The bonus of two deer made it 
an eventful and unforgettable weekend for the two 
families who enjoyed fresh back steaks and tender 
loins beside a high-country river while taking in the 
view of the snow-capped mountains around us. 
Nothing beats seeing the next generation getting 
amongst it all. Start them young!

A big welcome to our new members who are 
undertaking the HUNTS course this year. We look 
forward to seeing you at the club, at the range, and 
on a hunt. To those who�ve been around awhile, 
make an effort to get to know someone you haven�t 
met before.

 There are plenty of opportunities over the coming 
months for you all to get out on a club hunt or 
participate in a range shoot. Keep an eye on social 
media and emails and read the whole newsletter. If 
you want to find out more about a particular event, 
just ask, flick an email through or post in the 

Facebook group. We will also be having some 
working bees coming up and would appreciate a 
good turnout for these. Many hands make light 
work, but when only one percent of the club turn 
up it can be a big task. Don�t leave it to someone 
else, it�s your club too!

AUGUST

Congratulations to everyone who received an 
award at prize giving this month. Well done! The 
takeaway from the evening for me was that 
there�s no reward without effort and the effort 
that a few members put into hunting and 
photography is outstanding. I hope to see more 
entries next year, especially from our new 
members and up and coming young hunters. 
Make a goal now to enter a particular category 
and spend the next eight months chasing that 
elusive trophy and photographing the experience 
along the way.

Don�t forget to bag some goats over the next 
three months and get yourself in the draw for 
some epic prizes. While our region has limited wild 
goats, that means limited local entries, so if you 
bag a tail (or ten) your chances are really good! 
Bomb the stinkers up, bag some tails and freeze 
them, and we�ll see you at a club night.

Reuben
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This was my first year running the AHT 

comp for our Branch and it�s been a real 

eye opener. I never anticipated the sheer 

amount of work that goes into it so a 

huge thanks must be given to all those 

who have contributed over the years. 

For those of you who are new to the Branch or are 
simply unaware, the AHT (Antler, Horn & Tusk) 
competition is an annual event. We have a measuring 
night every May, where all members are invited to 
bring in the game animal trophies that they have 
secured throughout the previous 12 months, and we 
measure them all using the Douglas Score System. 
There is no cost to this, so even if your trophy isn�t a 
monster, I�d encourage you to bring it in so that you 
may have a memento. You never know, you may be 
the only person who enters a particular head so you 
might end up with a big trophy at our Awards Dinner. 

We also run a photographic, literary, and video 
competition as part of the AHT competition. In many 
ways this is an easier competition to enter because 
we all have cameras in our pocket these days. There 
are categories for almost anything you may encounter 
while out hunting so I�d encourage you to check them 
out next year and submit some more entries�we all 
love seeing what you�ve been up to! 

For those heads and photos that win our Branch competi-
tion, there is also the National Competition. We let the 
winners know that they should enter, and as a branch we 
take them all down to the conference for official scoring. 
This is an extremely prestigious event and I felt immense 
pride in having our name read out on multiple occasions this 
year. Congratulations to everyone who entered this year. 

Food for thought for you all, this year we had a number of 
AHT and Photographic categories that received no entries. 
There are likely to be people who had trophies that could 
have won these categories, but simply weren�t aware they 
could have been entered so I�d encourage you to think about 
it for next year. 

The categories that received no entries are:

� Kaimai Red Deer Head
� Non typical deer head
� Rusa, Sambar, Whitetail, Sheep and Fiordland deer head. 
� Goat head
� Goat head taken by a junior
� Extracted pig tusks
� Best head taken by a lady
� Best head taken by an under 16
� Tanned skin
� Junior print (photographic)
� Black and white print (photographic). 

2024 Antler, Horn and Tusk 

Competition Report



AHT Trophies 1st 2nd 3rd

Bay of Plenty Cup - best Red deer head Vuk Mijatovic Jamin De Jong Andy Lowe

H. Seely Cup � second best Red deer head Jamin De Jong

Stan Lowe Trophy � best Kaimai Red deer head Not awarded

Joe Monk Memorial Shield � classical Red deer head, 14 or 12 Vuk Mijatovic

NZDA-BOP Branch Cup � non typical deer head (any species) Not awarded

Jenson Shield � best Sika deer head Simon Lander Jamie Fairbairn Vuk Mijatovic

Jack & Ken Barrow Shield � best Fallow deer head Tony Burt Phillip Lowe Andy Lowe

George Baldock Cup � best Fiordland deer head No entries

Stoney Creek Trophy � best Sambar deer head No entries

Waghorn Trophy � best Rusa deer head No entries

John Hamilton Cup � best Chamois head Vuk Mijatovic Vuk Mijatovic

Neville Hogg Cup � best Tahr head Phillip Lowe Tony Burt Jared Laban

Bruce White Shield � best Goat head No entries

John Dyke Ford Trophy � best Goat head taken by a junior No entries

Huxtable Shield � extracted Pig tusks No entries

Joe Malyon Cup � undrawn Pig tusks Jamie Fairbairn Tony Burt

Pickering Shield � best head taken by a lady No entries

Leo Malyon Cup � best head taken by an under 20 year old Caden Lowe

Burr Family Trophy � best head taken by a junior under 16 No entries

D�Luxa Caterers Cup � most outstanding head (all species) Tony Burt Vuk Mijatovic Jamin De Jong

Rod Mills Cup � highest Antler, Horn & Tusk aggregate Tony Burt Jamie Fairbairn

Knight Trophy � highest aggregate over all competitions Jamie Fairbairn Vuk Mijatovic Chris Munro

Dale Treanor Cup � best tanned skin of a game animal No entries

West Trophy � best Whitetail deer head No entries

West Trophy � best wild Sheep head No entries

Keith & Colleen Theobald Memorial Trophy - one of each species Tony Burt

Golden Oldies Trophy � Best head taken by a member 65 years or over Tony Burt Stan Lowe Paul Bellamy

Photographic Trophies 1st 2nd 3rd

Rendal Rose Bowl: Game animals Jamie Fairbairn Jamie Fairbairn Tony Burt

Watson Trophy: Other wildlife � birds Jamie Fairbairn Jamie Fairbairn Jamie Fairbairn

Charles Maclean Memorial Trophy: Other wildlife � mammals Chris Munro Ken Voyce Ken Voyce

Jim Harris Cup: Other wildlife � Insects, reptiles & amphibians Jamie Fairbairn Jamie Fairbairn Ken Voyce

Kevin Baldock Cup: Scenic Jamie Fairbairn Ken Voyce Chris Munro

Harris Trophy: Flora Chris Munro Jamie Fairbairn Mike Bellamy

Gore & District Branch Trophy: Human Interest Jamie Fairbairn Ken Voyce Ken Voyce

Carter Cup: Best colour or B&W print of all sections

Milsom Cup: Sequence Chris Munro Jamie Fairbairn Chris Munro

Adamson Trophy: Best print overall Jamie Fairbairn

Theobald Trophy: Best print by a junior (under 16) No entries

Prentice Family Cup: Newsletter Story Isabell Zitzelsberger

Sorenson Trophy: Trail Cam Jamie Fairbairn Chris Munro

George Walsh Trophy: Photo Aggregate Jamie Fairbairn Chris Munro Ken Voyce

Final word, there�s a National award called the 
Newton McConochie Award for the Young 
Deerstalker of the Year. This is open to all Junior 
members in our organization and given we are the 
largest family Branch, I�d love to see one of our 
members take this out. To be eligible for this award 
the individual needs to play an active part in a 
Branch and the Branch will submit a �resume� on their 
involvement. They should have shot a few animals, 
participated in range shooting activities, and played 
an active role in Branch activities e.g. working bees 
and club hunts. If you�re a keen young person, or if 
you�re the parent of such a person, please feel free 
to have a chat with me so we may consider putting 
you forward at next year�s Conference. 
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BOP NZDA CLUB EVENTS & 

 
 

 

PEEKING WALLABY MATCH
Date: 17th Nov
Check the club website for more info

BENCHREST SHOOTING
Date: 8th Sept
Check the club website for more info

CLUB NIGHT
South African Hunting Night

 Date: 3rd September from 7pm

CLUB NIGHT: Hunting with Thermals
Date: Tues 5th Nov from 7pm

CLUB HUNT - Motere Station
Date: 6-8th Sept
Contact: Matt 021 222 5854

 
Mokau River Goat Hunt
Date: 28th  Sept
Contact: TBC

-29 th

FALLOW HUNT MT ZION
Date: Labour Weekend
Contact: TBC

D
E

C

 
FINAL CLUB NIGHT FOR 2024 � Sausage Workshop
Date: Tues 3rd Dec
Speaker: TBC

 
Tahr HUNT
Date: Saturday 2nd November
Contact: Stan Lowe

VISIT: www.deerstalkersbop.org.nz/club-events for more NZDA BOP events and activities.

 
CLUB NIGHT Hunting with mental health issues
Date: 1st October from 7pm
Contact Ben Carson

CLUB HUNT - Clements Mill Road
Date: 23-25th August
Contact: danielgallaghan@hotmail.com

Range Working Bee
Date: Sat 14th Sept
Time: 9.00am - 1.00pm

Speaker: Cam Stewart
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RANGE UPDATE: New range manager – Dean Maisey

DO NOT LEAVE LIVE AMMO AT THE RANGE.

DO NOT PUT LIVE AMMO IN THE EMPTY CASE BINS.
IMPORTANT
NOTICE:

Hello members. I have recently come back onto the club�s committee after a partial absence of 10 years due to work
and family commitments, and one of the tasks that I will be taking on is the role of Rifle Range manager. This is quite
an important and demanding role, as are many of the other roles on the clubs executive/committee. For the last few
years Royce and Robyn have handled these tasks after relieving Grant of some of the burden of all the various range-
related duties that he took on, which was really too much for one person to manage. Due to this reality, going
forward some of the range-management duties will be undertaken by Chris and Jill Fryer � mainly those tasks
involved with administration of range ticket inductions and communications, maintenance of gate access software,
liaising with NZDA national office regarding range ticket holders, access tags, and data/invoicing in accordance with
out WBOPDC lease requirements, etc. Seeing as Jill is also our current treasurer, then these tasks are a good fit for
her and Chris to manage. I will oversee the general running and maintenance of the range as required, but please
bear in mind that the range (and all positions on the clubs committee) are run as volunteers and at our own time and
expense as individuals, so please bear this in mind with your interactions with us or requests for service or
assistance. It�s not a business, it�s a club run by volunteers in order to provide the club�s membership with access to
facilities and opportunities which would otherwise come at significantly increased costs if they were to be provided
under a commercial type of arrangement. Some of the administration tasks are also run through NZDA National
office, and this extra level of admin can sometimes result in delays for seemingly simple processes or requests.

About me: Many of the older or longer-term members will know me well from my involvement with the club, 
and many others may have met me through my business as a gunsmith (since 1997 in Tauranga). However, because I
have not been to very many of the meetings or club events over the past 10 years, as well as being off the club
committee, some of you newer members may not know of me or my background with the club.

From memory, I joined as a member in about 1999, having previously been a member of Thames Valley branch since
I was a teenager. I was welcomed onto the club committee in about 2000, serving along with a bunch of outstanding
individuals until 2014. During this time I was vice-president under Russell for about 5 years, I also served two short
terms as club President in a caretaker role for a year each, and was the club president at the official opening of our
rifle range at TECT Park in 2012. From about 2002 I was actively involved in the early discussions and planning for a
centrefire rifle range, along with Chris Fryer and a few representatives from other shooting groups in our area. Later
in 2005 and 2008 I was involved in some significant funding wins for the club, in terms of a services easement
through our Tauriko property and the establishment of the club�s billboard signs � which I also managed for 10 years
and provided a huge passive revenue boost for the club, while also reducing the amount of volunteer labour burden
for fundraising by the general membership. We had previously relied on selling Christmas trees and other ventures
(such as catching chickens for Inghams) in order to fund the annual shortfall of a heavily subsidised membership
cost. Planning and discussions for the rifle range also involved attending countless meetings with the joint
TCC/WBOPDC council working-groups, and other club reps from shooting and motorsport disciplines between 2006
and 2012. Then there was also the physical works and working bees to actually construct the range on it�s current
site, as the whole place was basically a blank canvas and we had to do everything to make it happen � while also
facing resistance and stalling tactics from some council staff at the time. There were a hell of a lot of hurdles to
overcome to make things happen during these times. My wife Claire also did the clubs newsletter in a voluntary
capacity for about 10 years from 2011 to 2021. Although I have been off the main committee for a short while, I
have still been involved as a volunteer range officer rostered on to help with the clubs monthly public range days
from 2012 until the present day. This is just a snapshot of some of my involvement with our club over the past 25
years. I would like to take the opportunity to pay credit to all of the club�s executive members and volunteers who
have achieved so much for the club, especially in the last 20 years, including those who have sadly passed on and are
no longer with us in person, but are surely still with us in spirit. We remember the members who gave so much, in
particular those who directly assisted with the rifle range project, and honour them by being the best custodians
that we can be in managing and respecting the facilities, and the vision that they helped us to make into a reality.
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2024 PEEKING WALLABY MATCHES:
3rd Nov � NOTE: this may be postponed until a later date. (For more information please check the club 
website and calendar for any updates.)

2024 BENCHREST SHOOTS 
8th Sept - For more information please check the club website

If you have not paid your NZDA membership and range fee for 2024 then your range tag has been
deactivated. When you make payment please send an email to range@deerstalkersbop.org.nz so that
your range tag can be reactivated

RANGE TICKET FEE PAYMENT REMINDER

(This shoot is organised and run by TPRA, but is available for all NZDA BOP members to attend and 
participate. The TPRA lease arrangement for the day allows them to reserve shooting positions #1 to #12 for 
their shooting event, but positions #13 to #15 should be made available to NZDA BOP members for sighting-in 
use if required. The Range officers running this event are also NZDA BOP members.) Join us for the TPRA 
club shoot on Saturday 17 August. This will be a fun, social shoot, open to all calibers. If you want to come 
along you need to RSVP by midday Friday 16 August to royced@xtra.co.nz, this helps us with planning and 
arranging the BBQ for lunch. Cost for range ticket holders (and members completing their range ticket 
inductions) is $10 per shooter, cost for NZDA non-range-ticket holders is $35 (this includes the $25 range fee) 
to cover targets, patches, BBQ lunch � bring cash on the day. (Non-members of NZDA BOP � range day fee of 
$50 applies, + $10.00 for targets, etc.) You need to be there by 9.00am to assist with set-up. Shooting 
commences with a safety brief and explanation about how the day will be running at 9.30am (this is 
compulsory for all shooters). Any members requiring an induction must be there by 9.00am. Anyone requiring 
an induction that arrives after the induction has taken place will not be able to shoot.

Tauranga Precision Rifle Association
CLUB SHOOT - SATURDAY 17 August, 2024.

Future development: The good news is that during the planning stages (pre-2010) there were other areas at TECT
Park which we ear-marked for potential future range development sites. One of these locations (for an 800m range)
was subject to cutting rights, so we have had to wait until the pine trees were harvested from that site before we
could do anything further. With the trees having been removed a few years ago we are now able to make some
progress in this and other areas of the park. You will see that this month we have some works scheduled on our
300m range between 19-23 August, but this will likely be �weather permitting�. At this stage please anticipate the
rifle range facility being closed for at least 5 working days, just in case you were planning to head up there for shoot
mid-week. These works are to extend the areas of ground-fill in parts of the range (from 25m to 100m areas), and to
support access to the extended target backer positions. Some future works will involve better vehicle access around
the range outer perimeter areas as well.

As a final note for now, could all range ticket holders please take the time to renew or refresh their knowledge of the
range rules and protocols which are required to be followed by everyone who is at the range facility. (See our club�s
website � click on �Rifle Range� drop-down tab � look for �Documentation� and link to �Range Standing Orders and
Annex B�. The answers to almost everything you need to know for the safe use of the range is noted in there, but if
you have any questions about range rules or compliance then please ask us, or notify us of any errors or things that
you think need updating.) Also check the calendar on the club�s website for any upcoming planned events.
Note that there will also be a working bee coming up in September (Saturday 14 th ) for maintenance for the target
frames and backing system. Please try to make yourself available to help out with this if possible. Thanks for now.

Regards, Dean Maisey | Email: range@deerstalkersbop.org.nz
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PeEking WalLaby
MaTCH REPORT AUGUST 4TH

Sunday's match had fine weather and light breezes but a very cold 
3° Celcius start at 8:30am. Ten shooters turned up to try their luck 
with three arriving from Taupo. Another was coming from the 
Waikato but had to pull out due to last minute work commitments. 
Conditions were good for shooting and despite the cold everyone 
was rearing to go by 9:15am.

Davo wanted to shoot in two separate rifle classes so we split the 
field and ran two relays. In custom class NZ Varminter set the pace 
with a score of 51 at 100m. In tactical practical hunter (TPH) class 
Davo and Reg had a battle royal going which ended in a draw at 
123 points each. The rules say to break a draw it�s whoever has a 
shot closest to the 300m bull. And that was Davo.

NZ Varminter steamed on through 200m and 300m to set a new 
high score in custom class (also the highest score set so far by any 
rifle). Davo also claimed first place in factory class. After the match 
the Hop House coasters were shot and two were won.

Thanks Chris Fryer for helping with Range Officer duties. 
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HUNTS Course
Experienced

Hunters Required
The anNual HUNTS Course is nearly upon us 

and this year we have 21 keEn traineEs. 

Over the course of 6 weeks, trainees work through 
our unique hunter trainer course, culminating with a 

weekend in the bush experiencing a guided hunt with 
an experienced hunter from the club. This where we 

are keen for your help. 

This hunt will take place over the weekends of the 
13th-15th and 20th-22nd September so if you are a 
confident and experienced hunter, and capable of 
showing a trainee around, we would love to hear 

from you. 

Please contact Doug Williams to register your
interest: dougnulife@boplandscaping.co.nz
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A MAJOR PERK OF YOUR NZDA
MEMBERSHIP IS THE OFfICIAL APp

What you'lL find inside:

Discounts at major retailers.

The latest edition of our quarterly Member Magazine: 
NZ Hunting & Wildlife - Spring, Summer, Autumn and Winter

Conference and events announcements

Competitions

Link to the NZDA store

Your membership information

HUNTS training program � training courses & certification 
for HUNTS Instructor

FIND OUT MORE AT:
https://www.deerstalkers.org.nz/what-we-do/governance/nzda-app/
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The Boyd hut and associated Ngaruroro Valley 
has been on my bucket list of places to visit in 
the last decade of my hunting, so the plan was 
hatched to visit the area for a few nights in 
July with a bunch of enthusiastic hunters with 
various skill levels to see what Sika were 
about. The forecast was perfect winter 
conditions with sun all day and freezing 
temperatures at night and in the mornings. The 
hunters consisted of myself, Mike, Thinus, 
&amp; Alwyn, all of which including me had 
never hunted the area. The others also had 
limited experience hunting Sika before so it 
was to be a learning curve. The AS350 at 
Helisika was fully loaded up to the maximum 
weight with not a kilo to spare (won�t mention 
the big boned Saffas) and we were soon 
flying over the Kaimanawas on a sunny 
windless day. On arriving we had the hut to 
ourselves, and the chopper disembarked 
leaving nothing but silence and bird chatter. It�s 
at this moment you grin ear to ear, make jokes 
about each other�s gear options and hunting 
abilities, work out who snores the loudest, and 
the remaining stress of work and home melts 
away within the silence.

A quick bite to eat (biltong of course) and we soon 
hatched plans to hunt up and down the valley 
glassing the tussock areas that merge into the scrub 
and bush line.

The Saffas (Alwyn and Thinus) chose the bottom 
half of the valley while the Kiwis (myself and Mike) 
took to the upper valley. The river crossing was 
fresh, and we (Kiwis) soon found ourselves parked 
up glassing some faces in the last few hours of
light. My legs were getting numb from the cold and 
sitting, and nothing had been sighted, so I decided to 
quietly stand up and stretch. That�s when 100m 
away I spotted movement of a hind and yearling 
alerted to my presence in the scrub.

Instead of retreating the way they came, they chose 
to climb the opposing face. Game on! I alerted Mike 
to these sika and said to wait for them to present a 
side on shot. A few whistles and yelling could not get 
them to stop and turn, and they melted
away into the safety of the scrub. A young stag 
confused by the commotion decided to follow in 
their footsteps presenting no shot. That�s how it 
goes sometimes. With light fading, we saw one last 
hind in the open 250m away. The vitals were 
obscured by some scrub and we made the call to 
not take the shot and head back to camp.

Boyd - A Kiwi and SafFa Tale 
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On arrival back to the hut, a sika stag head was 
proudly displayed on the deck. Thinus had 
successfully shot his first sika. His account was he 
was travelling down around the valley and looked up 
at a face when he saw the stag sitting and sunning 
itself with its eyes closed. The stag eventually alerted 
by his movement got up and started moving, but 
paused long enough for Thinus to let of a shot. 
Handshakes all around at the hut, we had fresh liver 
for an entrée accompanied by backcountry
cuisine that evening and retreated to the warmth of 
our fart sacks for the night. Saffas 1, Kiwis 0.

Early rise at 5am we decided to see what sika were 
about feeding in the morning. The temperatures were 
sub zero and biting cold on our hands and faces as 
we made our way to our hunting areas in a white and 
icy landscape. We soon spotted several sika feeding 
high across the valley in the open some few kms 
away. A plan was hatched to close the distance and 
get within 200-300m shooting range by sneaking up 
onto a terrace for a shooting platform. Our plan was 
short lived by a hind busting us on our approach in the 
open and alerting the other sika to the impending 
danger. We took the time to execute our plan and 
glass the faces any way, but it was soon apparent all 
sika had moved away to the safety of the scrub. We 
decided to go bush and work a ridge and drop down 
into another valley for the evening. A few squeals 
from a hind off to the side of a ridge tucked away 
out of the wind ensued alerting all other sika to our 
presence. We quietly pushed out into the valley to 
only get whistled at by two hinds which made me 

extremely frustrated as the wind and cover were 
working in our favour. The evening wore on and 
we were at the bottom of the valley and back 
walking home in the dark. A big day by all 
accounts. Thinus had chosen to hunt some new 
country and been seen by several sika on his 
approach. Alwyn had no luck whatsoever. The 
country it seemed worked well in the Sikas favour 
most of the time.

The next morning the valley was full of low-lying 
fog which meant our approach to the hunting 
areas could be somewhat beneficial to us getting 
in position for a morning glass when it lifted. Alwyn 
had drawn the short straw to hunt with me as 
Mikes leg had taken a hiding with a cut and 
infection from the previous day. We made our 
way up the valley and it wasn�t long before I spied 
a hind and yearling feeding on a face some 250m 
away. The hind was on high alert scanning for 
danger, doing a great job of being a mum. I tried to 
show Alwyn where they were with limited viewing 
options through the bush foliage, but by the time 
we had settled on a good resting spot to take the 
shot, the hind and yearling had disappeared. The 
day quickly vanished with no more sightings by 
either hunting parties.

The alarm again went off at 5am, the cold didn�t 
inspire motivation but a few cups of coffee and 
some breaky got fuel in the tanks. Mikes leg had 
swelled up and had been throbbing all night. A call 
was made to leave that afternoon after a 
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Become a Douglas Scorer! 
The Douglas Score system is the ofFicial
methodology that NZDA uses to measure

trophy heads from alL game species. 

Our branch has a major lack of official measurers so we are looking to 

run a Douglas Scoring seminar later in the year (October/Novemberish) 

and we are seeking expressions of interest from anyone who�s keen to 

get involved. This will be a 1-day course held at the clubrooms where 

you will be able to start your journey to become a registered Level 1 

scorer. If you already have your Level 1 and are interested in stepping 

up to Level 2, this will also be available. 

Please email club VP, Tim Taylor, 
to register your interest 

tim.taylor@deerstalkers.org.nz
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morning�s hunt so that Mike could get some medical 
treatment. Alwyn decided the comfort of a warm 
sleeping bag was preferable while me and Thinus 
planned to do one last hunt on some faces by setting 
up on some terraces on first light. The approach this 
time had no sika busting us, and as we climbed the 
near vertical face and I popped my head over the 
crest, I could see two sika feeding away in the open 
tussock and scrub some 200m away. The wind was 
working in our favour, and it was all going to plan. We 
both commando crawled into position, de-fogged our 
scopes, and controlled our breathing for the shot. 
Thinus confirmed he had a clear shot at a hind working 
its way up the face. He squeezed of on his Browning 
X-bolt 7mm-08 and all hell broke loose. Sika had 
materialised out of nowhere and were running in all 
directions in the confusion on the face. Not knowing if 
it was a hit or miss, I got a bead on a young stag 
walking up the face presenting only an arse on shot. I 
tracked him and gave a few whistles and mews, when 
he finally turned broadside. The Brno 243 boomed 
across the valley and we heard the responding 
�whack� of a good hit. Thinus confirmed he had gone 
to ground. We both then made our walk over to the 
faces and begun our search. The hind Thinus had shot 
at was what we believe a clean miss, but the stag 
was proving difficult to find. We spent an hour looking 
with no blood to be seen and the icy faces were 
beginning to thaw out which in turn would prove 
finding blood that more difficult. I had that sinking 
feeling in my stomach that the stag had somehow got 
up and ran into the scrub without us knowing. We then 
changed our search to lower down the face, and 
instantly found the stag. Relief turned to fruition, and a 
fist pump and congratulatory handshake followed. The 
stag was in good condition and a quick boning out 
session ensued, and we hiked back to the hut with the 
satisfaction of having heavier packs. Saffas 1, Kiwis 1.

The fly out was spectacular as always with blue skies 
and open vast valleys below that makes you 
appreciate how much good country we have to hunt 
in New Zealand. There were some good learning 
experiences to be had from this trip, and it makes you 
even eager to put those experiences and knowledge 
to good use for the next hunting adventure.

By Adam Rusk
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NZDA and Recreational Hunters
to Have a Voice on the Conservation 
Authority Under  Proposed BilL

The New Zealand Deerstalkers Association 
(NZDA) fully supports the Conservation 
(Membership of New Zealand Conservation 
Authority) Amendment Bill announced today 
that acknowledges recreational hunters� 
significant role in New Zealand�s conservation 
landscape.

Under the proposed Member�s Bill from ACT 
Conservation spokesperson Cameron Luxton, the NZDA 
would be awarded a seat on the New Zealand 
Conservation Authority, alongside representatives from 
iwi, the Royal Society, Forest and Bird, and Federated 
Mountain Clubs.

NZDA President Callum Sheridan expressed strong 
support for the Bill, stating, "Hunters are deeply committed 
to our forests and public lands, and this hands-on 
experience gives us unique insights into what needs to be 
done in the field. This Bill finally acknowledges the 
substantial and long-standing contributions that 
recreational hunters and the NZDA have made to 
conservation efforts over the years."

The NZDA�s commitment to conservation is woven into 
the fabric of New Zealand�s history, dating back to our 
founder Geoffrey Orbell, who famously rediscovered the 
takahe in 1948�a species previously thought to be extinct. 
While hunting, Orbell followed a strange bird call and 
located three of these birds, highlighting the crucial role 
hunters play in maintaining New Zealand�s forests and 
bird life.

More recently, as part of conservation efforts and 
trapping by NZDA members and DOC in the Southern 
Lakes area, 18 takahe (9 breeding pairs) were returned to 
the Greenstone and Caples in August 2023 in partnership 

with local iwi. Deerstalker members, as stewards of the 
Upper Caples and Mid Greenstone huts, dedicated over 
4,300 volunteer hours during this time. These efforts 
included significant hut maintenance, and pest control 
operations, resulting in substantial improvements to both 
facilities and local wildlife management. The commitment 
of our volunteers not only exemplifies NZDA's dedication to 
conservation and public service but also reflects a strong 
partnership with the Department of Conservation, iwi, and 
local stakeholders to preserve and enhance New Zealand�s 
natural heritage.

Gwyn Thurlow, CEO of the NZDA, emphasized the value of 
the association's work, noting, "Our members carry out 
extensive conservation efforts without burdening the 
taxpayer. This includes the maintenance of tracks and 
huts, which provide safe routes and refuges, alleviating 
financial pressures on the Department of Conservation."

�It�s great to see the Government collation partners working 
in unison to acknowledge the importance of our country�s 
hunting and fishing culture and its importance to 
conservation. National�s policy on Recreation, Culture and 
Food said it would strengthen representation on boards in 
New Zealand by giving recreational hunters and fishers a 
voice through permanent seats for hunting and fishing on 
the Conservation Authority�, said Thurlow.

The NZDA fully supports ACT's stance that effective 
management of the DOC estate must involve input from 
those who are actively engaged in the field, driven by 
passion and practical experience.

As New Zealand's largest independent conservation and 
hunting organisation, the NZDA looks forward to the 
opportunity to represent recreational hunters and 
contribute to the betterment of New Zealand�s natural 
environment as a member of the Conservation Authority, 
when this Bill passes into law following Royal Assent.
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The NZDA AGM and expo last month was 

a huge success for everyone who took 

the time to come along, and was 

potentially a case of blinding FOMO for 

those who couldn�t make it to Wellington. 

One of the most popular stands at the Expo was the 
Tatonka pack fitting display, where Neil from Tatonka 
partnered with Tatonka�s long-time champion and 
well-known hunting personality Thane Young, aka 
Rogee.Productions. Together they enjoyed educating 
hunters on how to get the best fit from their pack.
Rugged materials and high functionality are essential 
elements for all hunting gear, but a cool zipper or 
handy pocket will never feature as highly as the 
importance of enduring comfort and reliability.
Tatonka hunting packs have been designed to remain 
comfortable after long hours of tramping, in 
challenging conditions, and through variable terrain. 

A good fit can come easily when you�re stationary, 
but an enduring great fit is an organic and 
ever-changing series of tweaks, so strap yourself in 
as we run through the list of key points to get the 
best from your pack, and carry out in comfort. 

This simple fitting 
guide is suitable 
for both male and 
female Tatonka 
packs. The pack 
featured here is 
a Swift 80 + 10L 
worn by a 5�8� 
model. 

(See next page 
for fitting guide).

The Right Fit With Tatonka 
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AlL products mentioned IN this story are available from HamilLs Tauranga 

437 Cameron Road, Tauranga

1. Get loose. Loosen all the 
straps. From factory settings 
or just how you�ve always 
rocked it, start from zero.

1

2. Get heavy. Chuck some 
weight in your pack so your 
initial fitting will have some 
gravitas.

2

3. Bottoms up. You want to 
begin fitting from the hips 
and work your way up. 

3

4. The hips don�t lie. Clip up 
the waist belt, then lean 
forward. Pull the straps across 
your body, crossing the centre 
line until it feels snug.

4

5. Shoulder in. Taking the 
adjustment straps for the 
shoulders pull down and 
back until it feels snug. 

5

6. Chest bump. Clip up the 
chest strap and tighten it so 
it feels comfortable. 

6

7. Control your load. Ensure the triglide buckle on the shoulder sits just 
on your clavicle before pulling the load control straps down towards 
your chest to create a 30-degree angle.

Following these simple steps should set you up to step out on the 
right foot. Please note that if your pack load changes (like when you 
successfully take down your PB stag), you will want to look at 
adjusting your straps accordingly for more effective weight 
distribution. 

If you prefer a personalised fit, the helpful team at Hamills Tauranga 
are on hand to walk you through it.

7
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Hunting Gear
 For Sale 



30-inch barrels.

Comes with an adjustable comb, 6 chokes and a case 

As new condition has not had much use. 

Retail is $3200 and will sell for:

 $2400
Contact David Iles - 02040853353

Browning X bolt Max 

Varmint Target 223

26-inch heavy fluted Barrel. 

Re-bedded stock with stiffened fore-end.

5 shot mag plus muzzle break. 

Fired 300 rounds.

$1700

Yildiz Silah SANAYiI

Burder NBD TS 870

20 gauge under &amp; over shotgun.

76mm chamber, 5 multi chokes plus spanner.

Hardly used, low recoil, a great gun for young shooters.

Complete with 260 rounds 76mm steel #3 shot, 

160 rounds lead #6 shot, plus ammo belt.

$1200

Contact Chris Fryer 021 081 72557
Email: chris@upshotnz.co.nz
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TRADING POST - ITEMS FOR SALE

Browning Citori 
Sporter 12g
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If anyone is in the market for some of the best thermals, I'm selling my TL35 V1 and my Liemke Keiler 
Pro 35. Those who know me, know that it's well worth having this setup if you're into nighthunting or for 
events such as the Whanganui Fallow hunt down Mt Zion.

I mainly use the Infiray on my 300 Sauer, or 223 or even the .22 . Couldn't be easier with different 
profiles and picks up to 2000m heat signals.

Same for the hand held, best if you want to use it for a combo, check & stalk, get close, use the thermal 
scope to get the job done.

$3k for the Infiray TL35 (was second hand on Guncity for $3.5k - sold out), comes with scope rings and 
has 12h runtime with inbuilt battery + has extra battery slot if needed. The handheld Liemke Keiler Pro 35 
for $3k. Might make a deal if you take both.

Contact CHARLES PETERS – 027 209 7232

TL35 V1 and
Liemke Keiler Pro 35

 For Sale 
$3K

$3K

TRADING POST - ITEMS FOR SALE
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Got something to selL or are you wanting to buy? 
Simply email a photo, a few words, the price and your phone number to 

editor@deerstalkersbop.org.nz and we will be sure to publish your listing.

NZDA TERMS AND CONDITIONS FOR TRADING POST LISTINGS

You may only list "A" category firearms, in sporting configuration, as defined 

by the Arms Act 1983. Large capacity magazines (i.e. more than 15 cartridges 

for .22 rimfire, or more than 7 cartridges for others) may not be sold.

Sellers must sight the firearms licence of the buyer, or for remote sales sellers 

must receive written confirmation signed by Police confirming the buyer holds 

a valid firearm's licence. Forms are available at any police station.

Firearms must already be in New Zealand. Overseas members may not buy 

or sell firearms on the site.
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Fiordland 
Wapiti Foundation

August 5 at 1:00PM

It's that time of year
the BalLot is now open!

Ballot Open 01/08/2024 � 08/11/2024 � 5:00pm

Wapiti ballot drawn 16/11/2024�5:00pm

Successful parties will be notified shortly after ballots are drawn.

All parties must confirm any allocation by 5:00pm 29th November 2024 
and within 7 days of any fill-in draw.

Dates for the 2025 Ballot blocks are:

1st period: 20th March � 29th March 2025,

2nd period: 30th March � 8th April,

3rd period: 9th April � 18th April,

4th period: 19th April � 28th April

Briefings will be held the night before each blocks start at 6:00pm; 19th March, 29th March, 
8th April, 18th April. Usually held at the Te Anau Club, but look out for details closer to the time.

For more info on the application process head to; https://fwf.net.nz/ballot/
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Dates: 

1ST August – 26TH November 2024

Key information
Simply bring in your goat tails on Club Night on these dates;

Tuesday September 3rd
Tuesday October 1st

Tuesday November 5th
 

Alternatively, you can enter at any Hunting and Fishing Store.

 NB: These maybe frozen or fresh but must be in a clean, sealed plastic bag.

“Some competitors may want to enter a goat head. These can also be 
brought into a club night for scoring.” 

 Be sure to check out the website for entry information, rules, 
categories, and prizes

https://www.doc.govt.nz/news/events/national-events/national-wild-goat-hunting-competition/

Prizegiving

All winners will be announced on the 13th of December in our 
December Newsletter, on our website and via Social Media.
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ENTER THE NATIONAL WILD
GOAT HUNTING COMPETITION



TAHR BRANCH 

HUNT 2024

The date has beEn set 
for this years Tahr hunt 

Leave Tauranga Saturday 2nd 

November and return on Sunday 

10th November.

NOTE the fly in date is Sunday 3 rd 
November and flyout date is Saturday 
9th November

It is preferrable that you organise your 
own hunting groups but if you that�s
not possible let me know and I will 
endeavour to team you up with others.
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This is an alpine hunting trip so is quite unique experience 
requiring a whole different set of skills and gear.
Your travel arrangements to the fly in point will be your 
responsibility.

PLEASE ADVISE YOUR INTENTION TO GO ASAP SO I CAN 
WORK ON ADDITIONAL AREAS IF NECESSARY.

It is best to advise by email or give me a call to discuss.

Stan Lowe 
Ph: 07 8684515 Mob 0271161140
Email: lowe2147@gmail.com



8 steaks, cut from the back leg or loin 

(¾ inch thick, about 3-4 ounces each)

Flour for dredging

2 eggs

1-1/2 cups freshly grated Parmigiana 

Reggiano, divided

2 cups fresh bread crumbs (see below)

Extra-virgin olive oil

Kosher salt

Freshly ground black pepper

INGREDIENTS

1)Taking one piece at a time lay a steak between two pieces of plastic wrap and use a meat mallet or a fist-sized rock to pound 

the hell out of it until it’s 1/4 inch thick. Seriously, smash it. You want it to be tender. Smash it to the point that when you li� the 

meat up, you can see light through it. Then repeat with the remaining steaks. If the plastic starts to shred on you, sprinkle a li�le 

water directly on the meat then cover it with plastic. This will keep the plastic moving instead of sticking to the meat. Set the 

meat aside.

2) Set up a breading station use three pie plates or rimmed plates. Fill one pie plate with flour.

3)Crack the eggs into a small bowl, add a li�le water, beat lightly with a fork and add this mixture to the second pie plate. Fill the 

third pie plate with 1 cup of the grated Parmigiana and the bread crumbs; toss with your fingers to combine.

4)Preheat a cast-iron skillet or another heavy skillet over medium heat. Add about 1/2 inch of oil.

5)Season the pounded steaks well with a good amount of salt and pepper on both sides.

6)One at a time, dredge each through the flour, the egg wash, and then the bread crumbs. A�er each step, make sure to shake 

o� any excess breading materials.

7)Test the preheated oil by adding a small piece of bread to the oil. If it starts to sizzle, you know it’s hot.

8)Carefully lay a couple of the breaded steaks in the skillet (don’t overcrowd the pan) and sear them for about 2 minutes per 

side, until golden brown.

9)Remove to a baking sheet lined with paper towels to drain. Season each steak lightly with salt as it comes out of the oil. Repeat 

with the remaining steaks.

10)Preheat the oven to 375°.

11)Lightly oil the bo�om of a 9-by-13-inch baking dish. Ladle about 3/4 cup of tomato sauce onto the bo�om of the baking dish. 

Lay the steaks side by side in the baking dish, fi�ing them as tightly as you can.

12)Top the steaks with ½ cup tomato sauce, a third of the basil, and 1/4 cup grated Parmigiana. Begin again with another layer of 

steaks, the remaining 3/4 cup tomato sauce, and another third of the basil.

13)Top with the shredded mozzarella and the remaining grated Parmigiano.

14)Cover the dish with foil and bake 25 minutes, until hot and bubbly. Remove the foil and bake for another 10-15 minutes, until 

the cheese starts to brown.

15)Remove from the oven and let rest for 5 minutes.

16)Garnish with the rest of the basil and serve immediately with extra grated Parmigiana at the table.

METHOD

Recipe Credit: www.themeateater.com/cook/recipes/venison-parmesan-recipe

2 cups tomato sauce 

(use your favorite tomato sauce)

12 fresh basil leaves, rolled like a cigar 

and sliced into thin strips

2 cups shredded mozzarella

Venison
Parmesan



WHERE THE LOCALS GO

30 Gravatt Road, Papamoa

www.rainbarpapamoa.co.nz

GREAT BEER • GOOD FOOD

10 Glasgow Street, Tauranga 

www.rutherfordsigns.co.nz

07 578 5731

 Proud supporters of the NZDA BOP.
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NZDA BOP CLUB CHILLER 
CHILLER USE RULES

 Chiller use is a privilege that may be removed if access is abused or rules not 
adhered to.

 Clean up after yourself, every time you access the chiller.
 Use a fish bin or other suitable container to catch dripping blood etc. and remove 

from site when you take your meat away.
 No skinning or butchering on the NZDA premises. The chiller is for hanging only, 

no processing of any sort is allowed.
 All waste must be removed from the premises when you take your meat away, 

including any part of an animal, blood, and all wastewater.
 All animals/meat must be tagged with a label denoting the date hung, name 

and contact number of the person who hung it in the chiller. Any meat without a 
label will be considered a donation to the club.

 The maximum time for hanging any meat or animal is 10 days.
 Do not hang any foul meat or contaminated carcasses.
 Take care not to contaminate anyone else�s meat with hair, blood, dirt etc.

It is preferable to hang all carcasses with the skin on and to hang any partially 
processed meat in a breathable bag or muslin cloth. Hanging carcasses and meat 
should not touch the chiller walls or they may (partially) freeze.

Respect the facility and other members meat.

For more information or if you need to report any issue, misuse, or abuse of the facility 
you can contact Reuben on 027 482 8969 or at reuben@deerstalkersbop.org.nz.
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Taurangas exclusive stockist of
Swarovski and Nightforce optics

We also stock Stoney Creek, RAB and Swazi Clothing 
and most major hunting brands of �rearms and accessories

437 Cameron Road, Tauranga

P: 07 578 0995  E: tauranga@hamillsnz.co.nz

TAURANGA

The Bay's Best
Burgers, Pizzas

and Beers

12 Wharf Street, Tauranga • Ph 579 4810

Function Room Available



Accuracy, combined with massive bullet impact

performance means that Deer Season XP is a great

choice for all deer hunters.

DROP DEERDROP DEER  

WHERE THEY STANDWHERE THEY STAND

ENGINEERED TOENGINEERED TO

  .270Win 130gr  |  .270WSM 130gr  |  .30-06SP 150gr   |  .30-30Win 150gr   |   .308Win 150gr   |  

350 Legend 150gr   |   6.5  Creedmoor 125gr   |   7mmRM 140gr   |   7mm-08Rem 140gr

Proudly distributed by

AVAILABLE FROM YOURAVAILABLE FROM YOUR

LOCAL HUNTING RETAILERLOCAL HUNTING RETAILER
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NEW ZEALAND DEERSTALKERS 
ASSOCIATION INC.
PO Box 3111, Greerton, Tauranga 3142
Club Rooms, R617 SH 29, between Barkes Corner & Takitimu Drive
Website: www.deerstalkersbop.org.nz
Branch Secretary: secretary@deerstalkersbop.org.nz

BRANCH OFFICERS:

   
  

president@deerstalkersbop.org.nz

tim@deerstalkersbop.org.nz

secretary@deerstalkersbop.org.nz

treasurer@deerstalkersbop.org.nz

COMMITTEE MEMBERS:

Membership Officer  Jeremy Woolerton membership@deerstalkersbop.org.nz 
  Range Manager  Dean Maisey  
  

 
 (Range Sub-Committee 

Chariman)
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range@deerstalkersbop.org.nz

Range Officer Trainer
 

Royce Downes
 

  HUNTS Instructor
 

Doug Williams
 

  

07 544 3065 
huntscourse@deerstalkersbop.org.nz

Patron
Clubrooms Custodian

Media Manager

 Keith Theobald

Josh Keen

Karl Jager

 

Chris Fryer 

Grant Hammond

Evan Dines

Richard McEwen

021 0817 2557

021 137 3831

027 485 9935 evandines1@gmail.com

021 138 2483

President 

Vice-President 

Secretary 

Treasurer 

Reuben Hayward

Tim Taylor

Isabell Zitzelsberger 

Jill Fryer 
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NEW ZEALAND DEERSTALKERS 
ASSOCIATION INC.
BRANCH CONTACTS:

Hunts Instructors   

 

 

 

Lester Polglase

 

Doug Williams  07 544 3065

Newsletter Editor  Matt Batchelor 021 222 5854 
  editor@deerstalkersbop.org.nz 

Clubrooms Custodian  Keith Theobald  07 578 1195 027 693 5445 

Refreshments Managers 
  

 Evan Dines  027 485 9935 
  evandines1@gmail.com

Chiller Custodian  Reuben Hayward  027 482 8969 
  reuben@deerstalkersbop.org.nz

Eastern Fish and Game  
Council Member Mike Jarvie  mikejarvie09@gmail.com 
  021 808 899

 
Grants Coordinator  Peter Setz

CLUB NIGHT: 
First Tuesday of the month at 7.30pm.
Doors open at 7pm if you want to come early for a chat!

COMMITTEE MEETING: 

Second Tuesday of the month at 7.30pm. 
All correspondence to be sent to secretary@deerstalkersbop.org.nz.

NEWSLETTER:

Opinions and views expressed in this newsletter are not necessarily endorsed by the branch,
its executive committee or the national association. 
All newsletter content to be sent to editor@deerstalkersbop.org.nz .
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www.deerstalkersbop.org.nz

Formed in 1937,  
the New Zealand Deerstalkers� 
Association is New Zealand�s 

recognised National body 
representing and speaking 
for hunters generally. The 
fundamental aim of the 

association is to ensure that the 
organisation and management 

of recreational hunting in  
New Zealand is carried  

out by hunters.


