
MONTHLY NEWSLETTER OF THE  
NEW ZEALAND DEERSTALKERS ASSOCIATION,  

BAY OF PLENTY BRANCH 

MARCH ����



COVER PHOTO: Tapu Family Weekend 2022. Want to feature on the cover?! If you have a 
photo suitable for the cover, please send it through to editor@deerstalkersbop.org.nz

NEW ZEALAND 
DEERSTALKERS 
ASSOCIATION  

BAY OF PLENTY  
BRANCH

Our mission statement is to retain, enhance  
and create opportunities for the enjoyment of  

legitimate recreational hunting and the sport of  
shooting, for the members of the Association. 

Founded in 1950, the Bay of Plenty NZDA  
is a branch of the New Zealand  

Deerstalkers Association.



NEW ZEALAND DEERSTALKERS ASSOCIATION �  BAY OF PLENTY BRANCH

�

PRESIDENTS REPORT:  
MARCH ����
Kia ora kotou, the roar is right in front of us 
and I for one am looking forward to it. The 
government’s restrictions have continued to 
impact branch activities and it’s not yet clear 
when we will get back to normal, fortunately for 
us all, they don’t prevent us hunting. While the 
Club Nights have been cancelled and Range 
Open Days can’t go ahead either, there has still 
been plenty going on in the background. The 
Branch Committee has been meeting monthly 
and the Range Sub-Committee has had meetings 
to review range operations.

The regional meeting was cancelled due to the 
government’s restrictions but will be rescheduled 
as soon as possible. The NZDA Game Animal 
Management Sub-Committee (of which I am a 
part of) has met again this year and has set a 
couple of goals to focus on, one being around 
improving access for managing animal numbers 
in areas that are overpopulated, watch this space.

Some members of our Branch Committee have 
put in considerable effort over recent weeks, 
working with the National Office, to migrate our 
membership data to the centralised database 
before invoices for membership renewals are 
sent out. Expect to receive an invoice from the 
National Office for your annual subs. This change 
to centralised billing has been in the pipeline 
for some time, we have now committed to the 
shift to reduce the administrative burden on our 
committee members going forwards. Please be 
understanding as we iron out any teething issues.

This week I’ve made a presentation to the 
Manaaki Kaimai Mamaku Trust at their Forum 
Re-Launch event to advocate for the NZDA, and 
hunters generally, to be involved in conservation 
projects as critical stakeholders in the 
management of animals on Public Land. While 
we have a genuine interest in the sustainable 
management of game animals, it’s important that 
we promote and contribute to the conservation of 
our native species in order to have our voices and 

concerns listened to. We need to help where we 
can and actively promote the contribution hunters 
make to our environment. Keep an eye out for 
opportunities to support conservation efforts, 
especially locally, and if appropriate talk to the 
Committee about promoting a conservation 
initiative to the Branch.

I was lucky enough to be on the Mokau Goat Hunt 
and although the weather that weekend was 
awful almost everywhere, it was exceptionally 
mild for us and a very pleasant (mostly dry) 
weekend was had by those who didn’t tip out. It 
was great to see HUNTS graduates and juniors 
amongst the crew with some first time animals 
taken. It’s certainly a great weekend trip for those 
who can only get away for an overnighter. Look 
out for it again in the club hunts calendar.

While progress has been slow, we are still moving 
forward towards a 900 yard range. This will 
require significant resources and any help from 
members with the necessary skill sets would be 
greatly appreciated. Look out for requests over 
the coming months for assistance from those 
with the right skills.

Membership continues to grow within our Branch 
and across the country with membership at the 
highest level it has been in recent times. The 
larger our membership base and stronger our 
organisation, the better placed NZDA is to support 
members and advocate on behalf of hunters. 
Be sure to be a positive representative of the 
organisation and encourage other hunters to join, 
promoting the organisation is not just up to the 
National Office, we all need to encourage our 
fellow hunters and huntresses to join.

We have some great speakers and Club Nights 
planned for several months once we can get 
back to regular meetings. Until then, go hunting.

Reuben
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NEW ZEALAND DEERSTALKERS 
ASSOCIATION �BOP BRANCH� INC.
PO Box 3111, Greerton, Tauranga 3142
Club Rooms, R617 SH 29, between Barkes Corner & Takitimu Drive
Website: www.deerstalkersbop.org.nz
Branch Secretary: secretary@deerstalkersbop.org.nz

CLUB OFFICERS:
President 	 Reuben Hayward 	 027 482 8969  
		  reuben@deerstalkersbop.org.nz
Vice President 	 Stacy Whiteman 	 07 578 0995
		  tauranga@hamillsnz.co.nz
Vice President 	 Tim Taylor 	 027 668 9904
		  tim@nzdabop.org.nz
Vice President 	 Jonothan Flude 	 027 545 1515
Secretary 	 Sarah Cotching 	 secretary@deerstalkersbop.org.nz
Treasurer 	 David Iles 	 020 4085 3353  
		  treasurer@deerstalkersbop.org.nz
Patron 	 Keith Theobald 	 07 578 1195  
		  027 693 5445

COMMITTEE MEMBERS:
Membership Secretary 	 Chris Maisey 	 027 496 7259  
		  membership@deerstalkersbop.org.nz
HUNTS Coordinator 	 Bob Tatton 	 huntscourse@deerstalkersbop.org.nz
Range Manager 	 Royce Downes 	 range@deerstalkersbop.org.nz 		
		  021 286 1109
Assistant Treasurer 	 Chris Fryer 	 021 0817 2557
Stan Lowe 		  07 868 4515  
		  lowe2147@gmail.com 
Chris Munro 		  07 578 1180
Grant Hammond 		  021 137 3831
Doug Williams 		  07 544 3065 
Dave Bragg 		  07 576 0204  
		  davonne09@xtra.co.nz
Evan Dines 		  027 485 9935  
		  evandines1@gmail.com
Andre Marygold 		  021 419 777
Lewis Hayward 		  021 639 106
Richard McEwen 		  021 138 2483
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NEW ZEALAND DEERSTALKERS 
ASSOCIATION �BOP BRANCH� INC.
BRANCH CONTACTS:
HUNTS Course Coordinator 	 Bob Tatton 	 huntscourse@deerstalkersbop.org.nz 
Hunts Instructors 	 Keith Theobald 	 07 578 1195 
		  027 693 5445 
	 Doug Williams 	 07 544 3065
Newsletter Editor 	 Nik Maxwell 	 021 0226 0185 
		  editor@deerstalkersbop.org.nz 
Clubrooms Custodian 	 Keith Theobald 	 07 578 1195 027 693 5445 
Refreshments Managers 	 Richard McEwen 	 021 138 2483
	 Evan Dines 	 027 485 9935 
		  evandines1@gmail.com
Chiller Custodian 	 Reuben Hayward 	 027 482 8969 
		  reuben@deerstalkersbop.org.nz
Branch Hunts Coordinators 	 Stan Lowe 	 07 868 4515 
		  lowe2147@gmail.com
	 Tim Taylor 	 027 668 9904
		  tim@nzdabop.org.nz
Eastern Fish and Game  
Council Member	 Mike Jarvie 	 mikejarvie09@gmail.com 
		  021 808 899
Accountant 	 Cam Graham
Grants Coordinator 	 Peter Setz
Auditor 	 Ken Collings

CLUB NIGHT: 
First Tuesday of the month at 7.30pm.
Doors open at 7pm if you want to come early for a chat!

COMMITTEE MEETING: 
Second Tuesday of the month at 7.30pm.	
All correspondence to be sent to secretary@deerstalkersbop.org.nz.

NEWSLETTER:
Deadlines for newsletter contributions is the 20th of the month. Opinions and views expressed 
in this newsletter are not necessarily endorsed by the branch, its executive committee or the 
national association. All newsletter content to be sent to editor@deerstalkersbop.org.nz.
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RANGE STANDING ORDERS 
REMINDER: “THE RANGE RULES”
Range ticket holders CANNOT allow other non-range ticket holders or non-members 
to shoot at our range. The name, date and time start time of shooters shall be 
recorded each time they use the range. Range flags and warning signs are to be 
enabled at the following locations prior to firing:

	�„ The Range status sign’s “Caution 
Range in Use” warning shall be 
displayed when the range is  
open for use.

	�„ The red firing line flag shall be 
hoisted when the range is open  
for use.

	�„ The firing line flag must be lowered, 
and the range status sign closed 
when the range is closed.

An empty chamber indicator (ECI) MUST 
be inserted in the chamber at all times 
except when the Range Officer allows 
the shooter onto the firing point and 
gives permission to remove the ECI.

To review the full Range Standing Orders 
please go to: www.deerstalkersbop.org.
nz/range/ and click the link for App 6.1.3 
Range Standing Orders

RANGE GEAR CHECK LIST:
Print this out and put it in your  
gun safe or shooting box!

	�„ Range key
	�„ Range membership card
	�„ Firearms license
	�„ Paper targets
	�„ Stapler & spare staples
	�„ Rifle
	�„ Bolt
	�„ Magazine (empty)
	�„ Suppressor

	�„ Muzzle brake
	�„ Ammunition
	�„ Empty chamber indicator (ECI)/

empty chamber flag (Have 1x ECI 
for each rifle and insert them before 
leaving home)

	�„ Ear muffs/Ear plugs
	�„ Safety glasses and/or whatever 

prescription glasses you  
may require

	�„ Personal first aid kit
	�„ Gun cases/bags/storage bins/trolley
	�„ Bipod
	�„ Front rest
	�„ Rear rest/sand bags
	�„ Slings
	�„ Shooting mat
	�„ Chronograph (charge any batteries)
	�„ Phone/ballistic calculator
	�„ Spotting scope
	�„ Timer
	�„ Cleaning rod
	�„ Patches
	�„ Bore solvent
	�„ Tools
	�„ Shooting diary & pen
	�„ Ruler/tape measure
	�„ Water & snacks
	�„ Warm clothing

Royce Downes
NZDA BOP Branch Range Manager
021 286 1109
range@deerstalkersbop.org.nz
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BOP NZDA CLUB EVENTS & 
HUNTS CALENDAR ����
MARCH
WOMEN’S HUNT
Location: TBC
Date: TBC
Organiser: Sarah Cotching, sarahcotching@gmail.com 

PAKIHI HUT VS TE WAITI HUT
Location: Uretara Conservation Area, East Coast
Date: 26th/27th

Organiser: Tim, tim@nzdabop.org.nz, Lewis, lewisandnathalie1@gmail.com
Please contact Tim to reserve your spot in the Pakihi or Lewis to reserve your spot in Te Waiti.

APRIL
APRIL ROAR HUNT
Location: Te Whare Oki Oki Hut, Kaimai Mamaku Conservation Park
Date: 15th – 18th (Easter Weekend)
Organiser: Tim, sarahcotching@gmail.com 
There are 12 spots (beds) available as we have booked the entire hut.

MAY
PUREORA HUNT
Location: Piropiro Flats, Pureora Forest Park
Date: TBC
Organiser: Stacy, tauranga@hamillsnz.co.nz 

JUNE
WANGANUI RIVER CANOE TRIP
Location: Wanganui River
Date: 4th-6th (Queens Birthday Weekend))
Organiser: Reuben reuben@deerstalkersbop.org.nz

JULY
HOT WATER BEACH
Location: Hot Water Beach, Lake Tarawera
Date: TBC
Organiser: TBC
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The weather for the weekend was 
absolutely perfect with lots of fishing and 
swimming in the river. 

Some caught their first snapper ever while 
others just had a ball catching their biggest 
ever fish. Well done to all those kids for 
reeling in that big one.

Tapu Family Weekend – 
Auckland Anniversary 
Jan 2022
WORDS: Stan and Arendina

DESPITE THE RED 
COVID SETTINGS 
THE ANNUAL 
FAMILY WEEKEND 

WENT AHEAD BUT FOR FULLY 
VACCINATED PEOPLE ONLY. 
UNFORTUNATELY THIS 
LIMITED THE NUMBERS 
ELIGIBLE TO ATTEND BUT 
THERE WAS STILL �� PEOPLE. 

The pot luck evening meals went down a 
treat. All those yummy salads and desserts 
along with the freshest of snapper and 
kingfish, who needs to go to a restaurant.

The relaxed atmosphere of the whole 
weekend was great for those who have 
been reluctant to venture to far given the 
forever changing COVID restrictions. By next 
year normality should return. For now we 
all need to just get on with living even if it 
means doing things a little differently.

Great weekend. Great group of people. Great 
fishing. Great food. Great fun.

Thank you for sharing a little piece of 
paradise.

Stan and Arendina





“THE RELAXED 
ATMOSPHERE 
OF THE WHOLE 
WEEKEND WAS 
GREAT FOR 
THOSE WHO 
HAVE BEEN 
RELUCTANT 
TO VENTURE 
TO FAR GIVEN 
THE FOREVER 
CHANGING 
COVID 
RESTRICTIONS. 
BY NEXT YEAR 
NORMALITY 
SHOULD 
RETURN. FOR 
NOW WE ALL 
NEED TO JUST 
GET ON WITH 
LIVING EVEN 
IF IT MEANS 
DOING THINGS 
A LITTLE 
DIFFERENTLY.”
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South Westland Hunt 
PREAMBLE
AT THE DECEMBER CLUB NIGHT, THERE WERE REPORTS, 
ALONG WITH PHOTOS ETC OF THE LATEST BRANCH 
TAHR HUNTS DOWN SOUTH. STAN HAS RUN THESE WELL 
ORGANIZED TRIPS FOR A FEW YEARS NOW, AND A LOT OF 
MEMBERS HAVE TAKEN PART IN THESE HUNTS WITH A LOT OF 
SUCCESS AND FOND MEMORIES, ALONG WITH GENERALLY 
VERY GOOD WEATHER. JUST ABOUT ALL OF THE PHOTOS 
SHOWN HAD SOME BLUE SKY IN THEM, SO IT GOT ME 
THINKING ABOUT THE FIRST TAHR HUNT THIS BRANCH RAN 
DOWN SOUTH IN JANUARY 1994.

The following is an account of that hunt, which was printed in the BOP Branch 
Newsletter back in 1994. You would think that in January the weather would 
be more settled, but it seems not with me, as most trips down South I have 
been on have had far too much H2O. Three things that still stand out in my 
mind from that trip are:

1. 38 hours of almost continuous thunder and lightning. As I was totally 
surrounded by mountain peaks, and being very high in altitude, the flash 
was followed immediately by the thunder. The ground at times shook 
and you could hear slabs of rock being dislodged from the peaks. That 
storm was the worst that I have been in and no fun at all.

2. The rain was so heavy and persistent that most of the time when I had to 
toilet myself, I just went out naked, as there was no way to keep gear dry.

3. The valley floor got flooded out and a lot of my food was washed away. 
So the last 4 days the only food that I had was some boiled lollies, a few 
carrots and some tahr meat. Talk about being a grumbly guts. So when I 
got to Fox township, the first thing that I did was to cook up a big feed of 
whitebait fritters and life suddenly turned all good again.

4. On that trip I had a new Macpac, lightweight alpine tent, the best that 
I could buy. That tent along with a good fly and heavy tie-down ropes 
certainly saved my bacon on that trip.
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Looking at the clouds around me I could see 
that more rain was coming, so I had better 
set up a camp real fast. What an act. Nearly 
all the flat ground was either under water  
or sodden. 

With the rain starting, I finally put my tent 
and fly on a small area of slightly raised 
ground, which would later prove to be very 
important indeed. With my camp set up, 
and all my gear stowed away, I sat in my 
tent listening to the rain bucketing down and 
pondered just why I was in such a wet and 
remote place on New Year’s Eve.

Our June branch newsletter had said anyone 
interested in going tahr hunting at Christmas, 
to put their name forward. Well, I thought 
about it for some time and in July I put my 
name forward, along with about 6 others.  
As the year progressed, the list of names 
grew shorter. 

What with work commitments, the running 
of a Branch Hunts Course at Christmas etc, 
finally here I am sitting on a wet mountain 
top alone. 

South 
Westland Hunt 
January 1994
“ YOU CAN’T HUNT 

THIS COUNTRY.” I 
SAID TO MYSELF AS 
THE HELICOPTER 

DISAPPEARED OVER A 
HIGH SADDLE. I’D JUST 
BEEN DROPPED INTO THE 
HEAD OF THE JACOBS 
RIVER SOUTH WESTLAND. 
ALL AROUND ME TOWERED 
HIGH AND VERY SHARP 
MOUNTAIN PEAKS. I’D HAD 
TO WAIT FOR � DAYS TO BE 
FLOWN INTO THE AREA 
AS THE WEATHER HAD 
BEEN WET AND MISTY. 
FINALLY THERE WAS A 
SHORT BREAK IN THE 
WEATHER AND THE PILOT 
�JAMIE SCOTT� COULD SEE 
THE PASS WE WERE TO 
FLY OVER, SO I QUICKLY 
PACKED MY GEAR INTO 
THE CHOPPER AND OFF  
WE WENT.
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Well, as my old tramping mates used to say, 
“The trip must go on regardless.” I did not 
know it then, but it would not stop raining for 
a further 5 days.

Day 1: I spent lying in my tent reading etc.

Day 2: I went through my food supply and 
decided I had better get some meat soon to 
supplement my camp tucker. I spent the rest 
of the day in the pit, reading and generally 
becoming ratty. 

Day 3: Still raining, but not so hard. I’ve just 
got to get out of here. So I grab my rifle and 
head off into the mist for a hunt. I travel down 
the left hand side of the basin I’m in, keeping 
high along the tussock sides, close to the 
almost vertical rock faces that disappear 
into the mist. 

Question: “ How the heck do you hunt these 
tahr, anyway?” After 3 hours of determined 
travel and much wiping of wet scopes and 
binoculars, I come to a rocky out-crop and lie 
there glassing the peaks above me. 

At last I see a bull tahr sitting on a ledge, 
looking out over the valley. Then I spot his 
mate about 3 metres away. 

Well, I can’t get any closer than this, as they’re 
about 250 metres away above a smooth rock 
face. I’ll just have to shoot from here. 

I squeezed the trigger of my .270 and the 
largest of the tahr leapt into the air, spun 
around and disappeared down a rocky 
chute. With my 2nd shot, the other tahr fell 
down the same chute. This is not supposed 
to happen. 

“AFTER � HOURS OF 
DETERMINED TRAVEL AND 
MUCH WIPING OF WET 
SCOPES AND BINOCULARS, 
I COME TO A ROCKY OUT�
CROP AND LIE THERE 
GLASSING THE PEAKS 
ABOVE ME. AT LAST I SEE A 
BULL TAHR SITTING ON A 
LEDGE, LOOKING OUT OVER 
THE VALLEY. ”

According to the experts, they should land at 
your feet. As I move around the base of the 
rock face, I find that the chute stops part way 
down, with a waterfall and then a very steep 
rocky chimney to the valley floor. Well, as I 
need this meat and this is my first tahr, I’m 
going to have a go at climbing up there. 

I guess the adrenaline is still working in me 
as I head up that steep face, because in 
spite of a short fall, I made it to the base of 
the waterfall. I can only find the larger tahr. 
(no record, but my first bull tahr anyway) 

I boned out the back steaks and one leg, 
took the head and started back down to the 
valley floor. Heck! Did I climb up here? I don’t 
mind telling you, the trip down and back to 
camp left me shaken and a little bit wiser. So 
this is how you hunt tahr. Hell!

Day 4: It’s still raining, but eases a bit at 
noon. Through the binoculars I locate 2 tahr 
across the basin from camp. They’re right at 
the top of the tussock ledge. So I don my 
wet gear and go for it. It took an hour to get 
across to the face where I had seen them. 
By this time it was raining real heavy again. 
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At last I located them climbing a steep face, 
but the rain was so heavy I couldn’t see 
them in the scope. A quick wipe, another 
look, and YES, the front one was a young 
bull. BANG!

The tahr leapt off the face and fell into a 
rock gut. By the time I had climbed into  
the gut the water was just cascading down 
the face. 

I cut the meat for camp, took the head and 
then had to sidle out of there. I tell the truth, 
that was real scary, and I returned to camp 
once again, shaken. I’m not so sure about 
this tahr hunting caper.

Day 5: It rained hard all day, so I spent 
the day in my pit reading. By nightfall the 
rain was so hard I had trouble hearing the 
mountain radio schedule. What with the 
sound of the river pushing rocks around and 
rising very high indeed, I didn’t get any sleep 
at all that night. 

By 1am I know that I’m in trouble. The 
lightning lights up the flats I’m camped on 
and shows that water is flowing everywhere. 
I have a rubber base to my small tent and 
luckily it has a 150mm upturn all round. 

The water is running under my tent. Gee 
I’m afloat. I put all my important gear onto 
my lilo and try to work out what to do if the 
water gets any higher. 

It was the first time in 38 years of camping 
that I’d had a campsite awash. I knew that 
some of my food had been washed away, 
but I didn’t go out to retrieve it, as I figured 
keeping dry gear was more important.

“BY �AM I KNOW THAT 
I’M IN TROUBLE. THE 
LIGHTNING LIGHTS UP 
THE FLATS I’M CAMPED ON 
AND SHOWS THAT WATER 
IS FLOWING EVERYWHERE. 
I HAVE A RUBBER BASE 
TO MY SMALL TENT AND 
LUCKILY IT HAS A ���MM 
UPTURN ALL ROUND.”

Day 6: By daylight the rain has eased 
to normal, and the sight of the sheets 
and spouts of water running off the rock 
peaks all around me was something I’d 
never forget. By noon the rain had stopped 
completely and I set about digging drains 
around my tent site with my ice pick. 

I dried my gear out and by 5pm I went for 
a hunt. It was the first time it had stopped 
raining for 5 days, so all the animals should 
be sitting in the sun. 

WRONG. It was not until 8pm that I saw a 
lone bull tahr across the valley, feeding. I set 
out after it and by the time I got across to 
the area the tahr had moved up and out of 
sight. I found a spur to climb and headed up 
as fast as I could. 

When the spur levelled off I sidled around 
and there, on the opposite face, stood Mr 
Tahr. He looked up, and I could see that he 
was a mature bull. As the sound of the shot 
echoed around the hills, he slid off the face 
and disappeared out of sight. I retraced my 
steps to the valley floor, climbed a side creek 
and found him on a ledge 15 metres up. 
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How did he not break his horns is a mystery, 
as he had fallen about 100 metres. At last a 
tahr that I didn’t have to risk life and limb  
to recover.

Day 7: This is the first morning that it isn’t 
raining, so I am up and heading for a high 
saddle that overlooks the Kaiangaroa river 
area. Boy is it cold in the main saddle. 

I see a lone bull down a 350 metre steep face, 
but leave it as I have no way of getting down 
there. I stay hunched up beside a rock and 
glass the area of steep country around me. 

Suddenly two bull tahr appeared on the 
ridge ahead, running towards me really fast. 
I guess they got my wind that was blowing 
down towards where they came from. I 
grabbed my camera, but was still getting it 
set when they came around up the ridge. 

I grabbed the .270 and sighted on the lead 
bull. A true trophy at last. BANG! Instead of 
dropping, like the book says, he flipped over 
backwards and slid off the edge of some 
very high bluffs. 

I was devastated, but that’s hunting, I guess. 
I got the helicopter pilot to drop down there 
( 4 days later) on the way out, but the horns 
were both broken off. He must have fallen 
300 metres. A sad end to a fine bull.

Days 8, 9, 10: Were spent in survival 
mode as there was just one continuous 
raging storm. 

What bothered me most was the thunder 
and lightning for 38 continuous hours. Also 
some large slabs of rock were dislodged 

from the peaks down into the basin I was 
camped in. Talk about running the gauntlet.

Day 11: The weather finally improved 
enough for me to get out, and because I 
had been very short of food ( I was originally 
going for 6 days) a very slim hunter emerged 
at base, ready for some chamois hunting.

Dave Sorenson

“SUDDENLY TWO BULL 
TAHR APPEARED ON THE 
RIDGE AHEAD, RUNNING 
TOWARDS ME REALLY 
FAST. I GUESS THEY GOT 
MY WIND THAT WAS 
BLOWING DOWN TOWARDS 
WHERE THEY CAME FROM. 
I GRABBED MY CAMERA, 
BUT WAS STILL GETTING 
IT SET WHEN THEY CAME 
AROUND UP THE RIDGE.”

FOOTNOTE: During the time I spent 
hunting on the Coast, we had over 
2 metres of rain. Also a tahr hunter 
was killed trying to recover a tahr.

The camp I set up was at high 
altitude. The tent I used was a 
Macpac double skinned micro – 
lite, the best alpine tent I could 
buy at the time. I used an extra fly 
over the tent, anchored with heavy 
ropes, and this saved my bacon.
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Which hut will reign supreme?

���

TE WAITITE WAITI

PAKIHIPAKIHI
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COVID��� VACCINE POLICY 
FOR DOC VISITOR FACILITIES
To keep people safe and facilities open, we have 
introduced a COVID-19 vaccination policy. This 
applies to all DOC visitor accommodation and  
visitor centres.

VACCINE VERIFICATION NEEDED FOR DOC FACILITIES

Eligible people aged 12 years three months and over must be fully vaccinated to enter 
a DOC visitor centre. Everyone can access these services by email or phone. Contact 
your local visitor centre.

Eligible people must also be fully vaccinated against COVID-19 to use DOC visitor 
accommodation. This includes:

 �„ Huts

 �„ Campsites

 �„ Lodges and other sole occupancy facilities

 �„ Great walk huts and campsites

 �„ Camping by huts

 �„ Use of DoC hut or campsite facilities by day visitors except for toilets

Be ready to provide vaccine verification, such as a digital or printed copy of My 
Vaccine Pass, when accessing these facilities.

Other DOC facilities including tracks, carparks and most toilets remain open for everyone.

PURPOSE OF THE VACCINE POLICY

This policy is to ensure those using DOC visitor facilities don’t put themselves or 
others at unnecessary risk of infection or transmission from exposure to COVID-19.

The policy provides people with greater certainty when using our visitor 
accommodation. It enables the majority our facilities to remain open to the public.

Our visitor accommodation is often remote, off the grid and brings people together 
from all locations. Vaccination provides a higher level of protection against infection 
from COVID-19. It also significantly reduces the risk of transmission and people 
suffering serious illness.
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TAHR LODGE:  
SOUTH ISLAND HUNTING
Check out this great Tahr, Chamois and Red Deer hunting destination 
to kick back and relax and shed some of that North Island stress (the 
South Island is stress free!). 

Built in the stunning Mount Cook National Park, near the Mount Cook Village, this is 
the jewel of our ‘huts’. 

A fabulous place to relax. Book it to have the lodge to yourself. Hot and cold 
running water, shower, 14 beds in 3 bunk rooms and a double in a separate room. 
New log fire, solar lighting, fridge freezer and all cutlery, cooking etc provided. Just 
linen and food required.

INFORMATION:
Sleeping up to 16, this hut has gas cooking and hot water. Very comfortable and 
recently updated with a new kitchen, it’s a great place to stay.

To book this excellent club facility please phone Jim Kroening, 03 688 7641 
evenings, or 027 276 0905 anytime.

FEES:
 �„ Members $15 per night.
 �„ Members and immediate family $25 per night.  

Max of $150 per night (capped)/
 �„ Non Member $35 per night.
 �„ Non Member and immediate family $50 per night.  

Max of $250 per night (capped).
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NEW ZEALAND’S FIRST TRUE 
DESTINATION DEALERSHIP

PROUD TO SUPPORT  
THE BAY OF PLENTY 

DEERSTALKERS

SPECIALISTS FOR  
4X4 IN TAURANGA

8 BRANDS

THE BAY’S BIGGEST SELECTION, 
OVER 300 NEW & USED VEHICLES

ALL BUDGETS FROM  
$5,000 TO $250,000

FARMER MOTOR GROUP LIMITED
116 Hewletts Road,  

Mount Maunganui, Tauranga City

07 578 6017 
info@farmermotorgroup.co.nz
www.farmerautovillage.co.nzNZDA 

MEMBERSHIP 
RENEWAL 

REMINDER:
Make sure to renew your 

NZDA membership on time. 
Please be advised that 

membership renewals will 
be handled by the national 
office as we are moving to 

centralised billing.

HAMILLS MARCH 
CLUB NIGHT

UNFORTUNATELY WITH THE RED 
TRAFFIC LIGHT SETTING THERE 

ARE NO CLUB NIGHTS BEING HELD 
AND THIS INCLUDES OUR USUAL 
DEERSTALKERS NIGHT IN MARCH 

SO WE WILL BE RUNNING A MONTH 
LONG SPECIAL FOR ALL CLUB 

MEMBERS INSTEAD.

THIS INCLUDES:

20% off Stoney Creek,  
Spika and RAB Clothing

20% off RAB and  
Domex Sleeping Bags

20% off Led Lenser Torches  
and Headlights

20% off Thermarest mattresses

20% off MSR and Nemo Tents

Other specials in store. Ask us for  
a deal on anything and we will do 

what we can!
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NZDA BAY OF PLENTY BRANCH: 
OPERATING UNDER THE 
GOVERNMENT’S RESTRICTIONS
The Branch Committee has 
had vigorous discussions 
on how to proceed under 
the government’s CPF 
restrictions, aka the traffic 
light system.

The Branch’s policy is now 
available on the Branch 
website. The Branch policy 
represents the Branch’s 
position and in no way 
reflects the national 
organisation. The Branch 
policy guides the Committee 
and Members on how the 
Branch will operate under the 
government’s CPF restrictions.

The policy reflects the 
motions passed by 
the Committee at the 
December 2021 Committee 
Meeting including a motion 
“to make appropriate policies 
based on current Covid-19 
Government legislation”.

The overarching purpose 
of this policy is to ensure 
that all members and 
prospective members are 
treated equally.

Below is a summary of the 
policy in seven bullet points.

 �„ The Branch activities are 
generally not affected 
by the government-
imposed restrictions 
except at Level Red.

 �„ Vaccine certificates will 
not normally be required 
for Branch gatherings.

 �„ The 300m range  
facility will remain 
available to all range 
ticket holders at all levels  
of restrictions.

 �„ Range Open Days  
can continue under the 
government-imposed 
Level Orange or  
Green restrictions.

 �„ There may be occasions 
where measures are 
required at a club 
gathering or at the 
range in order to comply 
with the restrictive limits 
on gathering sizes.

 �„ Masks are optional at 
club indoor facilities 
under Level Orange or 
Green restrictions.

 �„ Personal separation  
is the responsibility of 
the individual.

It is important for Members 
to be respectful of each 
other and not discriminate 
against other Members due 
to their personal medical 
choices or opinion.

Please note that there may 
be a requirement to register 
for some Branch gatherings 
to help the Branch comply 
with the government’s 

YOU CAN SCAN 
OR SIGN-IN

AT LEVEL 
ORANGE

EVERYONE IS 
WELCOME

AT CLUB 
GATHERINGS

restrictions on gathering 
sizes. On occasion you 
may also be turned away 
from a Branch gathering 
or the range should the 
government’s restrictive limit 
have already been reached.

During this disrupted season 
we ask that all members 
do their best to support the 
Branch in complying with 
the government’s restrictions. 

There are QR codes for 
scanning and a paper 
option for signing in at our 
clubrooms and range.

Under the government’s 
current Level Red restrictions, 
we are limited to 25 people 
at a regular gathering, this 
includes children. 

In line with the Branch 
policy, social gatherings at 
club facilities are cancelled 
until the government-
imposed restrictions are 
lifted or relaxed.



10 Glasgow Street, Tauranga 

www.rutherfordsigns.co.nz
07 578 5731

FULL VEHICLE WRAPS FROM 

$3,995 + GST

 Proud supporters of the NZDA BOP.
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NZDA BOP CLUB CHILLER 
Don’t forget to pay your chiller fee when paying your membership fees. The chiller 
access code will change on the 1st of March so if you haven’t paid your fees on time, 
you may find you can’t access the chiller until your fees are processed.

Hopefully there are plenty of stags moving through the chiller this roar. A reminder of 
the rules below.

CHILLER USE RULES
 �„ Chiller use is a privilege that may be removed if access is abused or rules not 

adhered to.
 �„ Clean up after yourself, every time you access the chiller.
 �„ Use a fish bin or other suitable container to catch dripping blood etc. and remove 

from site when you take your meat away.
 �„ No skinning or butchering on the NZDA premises. The chiller is for hanging only, 

no processing of any sort is allowed.
 �„ All waste must be removed from the premises when you take your meat away, 

including any part of an animal, blood, and all wastewater.
 �„ All animals/meat must be tagged with a label denoting the date hung, name 

and contact number of the person who hung it in the chiller. Any meat without a 
label will be considered a donation to the club.

 �„ The maximum time for hanging any meat or animal is 10 days.
 �„ Do not hang any foul meat or contaminated carcasses.
 �„ Take care not to contaminate anyone else’s meat with hair, blood, dirt etc.

It is preferable to hang all carcasses with the skin on and to hang any partially 
processed meat in a breathable bag or muslin cloth. Hanging carcasses and meat 
should not touch the chiller walls or they may (partially) freeze.

Respect the facility and other members meat.

For more information or if you need to report any issue, misuse, or abuse of the facility 
you can contact Reuben on 027 482 8969 or at reuben@deerstalkersbop.org.nz.
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BOP NZDA SOCIAL MEDIA & WEBSITE LINKS
Please join us on Facebook and Instagram for  
ongoing information about party hunts and  
information about our events.

facebook.com/groups/deerstalkersbop
instagram.com/deerstalkersbop
www.deerstalkersbop.org.nz

www.deerstalkers.org.nz
Scan the QR Code to 

be directed to the BOP 
Deerstalkers Instagram.

THE CLUB CHILLER FACILITY WAS MADE 
POSSIBLE WITH ASSISTANCE FROM 

CHILLERMAN AND HAMILLS TAURANGA
www.chillerman.co.nz

NZDA  
MOBILE APP
CHECK OUT THE  
NZDA APP TODAY!

The application is feature rich 
and offers the following:

 �„ Direct access to the  
NZDA National website

 �„ NZDA membership perks  
and discounts

 �„ Direct access to the  
NZDA Hunting & Wildlife  
online magazine

 �„ ...and much more!
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BOP BRANCH PERSONAL 
LOCATOR BEACONS �PLB’S�  
FOR HIRE
AVAILABLE TO BRANCH MEMBERS FOR HIRE. THESE DEVICES CAN SAVE 
LIVES BY DRASTICALLY REDUCING SEARCH AND RESCUE TIMES.

Members will need to:

1. Book the units in advance.

2. Be a current member and show their membership card when picking them up.

3. Fill in an Outdoors Intention Form to be held by the Branch custodian  
issuing the unit.

4. Pay a $40 cash bond, refundable on return, in original condition and on time.

5. Pay a $10-20 donation per trip, on return, for hire of the unit.

Hire will be on a per trip basis, based on a maximum of a 21 day trip. The units will 
not be insured because of the cost, so any damage or loss will be payable by the 
user (approx. $640). 

There is no cost for the renewal of the unit if it is used in an emergency but if possible 
we will need it returned. Any costs incurred for rescue by emergency services or false 
PLB activation will be the sole responsibility of the user.

BRANCH PLB CUSTODIANS:
Dean Maisey, Welcome Bay  
07 544 2207

Keith Theobald, Greerton 
07 578 1195

Baden Prentice, Bethlehem 
07 579 3107 (pick up can also be made from Newton St,  
Mt Maunganui by prior arrangement)
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KERRY PASK
A GRADE MOTORCYCLE MECHANIC

PH 021 137 1671
A/H 07 571 1051

kerry@o�roadmotorcycles.co.nz
22 Solomon Street

Brook�eld, Tauranga

WWW.OFFROADMOTORCYCLES.CO.NZ
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NOTICE BOARD
NOTE: If you have something to buy or sell please let the editor know. Similarly, if you 
advertise something for sale, and then sell it, please let the editor know so your advert  
can be removed.

We are encouraging anyone who wants to bring a head or jaw in for measuring on club night 
to do so. If you bring a head to measure you’ll get a free beverage.

DEERSTALKERS LIBRARY
Don’t forget the library is open for club members to borrow books and DVDs.  
See Richard McEwen on club nights between 7.15pm – 7.30pm.

RANGE NEWS
Royce Downes
NZDA BOP Branch Range Manager
021 286 1109
range@deerstalkersbop.org.nz

Subdivision Land Surveyors Helping You
“Make the most of your land”

Bay of Plenty / Waikato / Coromandel
We listen, we plan, we advise and we deliver.

THE NZDA BOP BRANCH WOULD LIKE TO EXTEND  
A BIG THANK YOU TO SURVEYING SERVICES WHO GAVE US  
A DISCOUNTED PRICE FOR SURVEYING THE 900M RANGE.

0800 BOUNDARY (0800 268 632)
E: enquiries@surveyingservices.co.nz
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HAMILLS 
TAURANGA

Stockists of Stoney Creek, 
Hunters Element &  
Lamellar Clothing.

We are also agents for most 
major brands of firearms  

and ammunition.

437 Cameron Road,
Tauranga

07 578 0995
tauranga@hamillsnz.co.nz

For all scuba 
regulator repairs  

& servicing
Emergency oxygen  
training for divers. 
Emergency oxygen  

equipment for divers.
Over 35 years experience  

(20 in the bay).

Contact Riaan
021 563 563

servicing1@yahoo.com

DF MAISEY GUNSMITHING 
SERVICES & FIREARM 

ACCESSORIES
Firearm repairs, alterations & custom work

Muzzle brake manufacturer: 
www.muzzlebrakes.co.nz

Silencer/suppressor manufacturer: 
www.silencer.net.nz

CNC machining, firearm parts  
manufacture & supply

Sporting rifle & shotgun specialist

SUPPORTING NZDA BOP BRANCH SINCE 1997.

Contact: Dean & Claire Maisey
Phone: (07) 544 2207

Email: dean@gunsmith.co.nz
Website: www.gunsmith.co.nz 

Honest technical advice and full back-up service.
Great products. No junk.  

Guaranteed workmanship.
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CODE OF ETHICS

“A peculiar virtue in wildlife ethics is that 
the hunter ordinarily has no gallery to 
applaud or disapprove of his conduct. 
Whatever his act they are dictated by his 
own conscience, rather than by a mob of 
onlookers. It is difficult to exaggerate the 
importance of this fact.”
Aldo Leopold, The Sand County Almanac

A MEMBER OF THE NEW ZEALAND DEERSTALKERS’ ASSOCIATION 
INCORPORATED WILL BE EXPECTED TO;
1. Approach recreational hunting from the highest possible level of ethics,  

having due regard to the welfare of the animals hunted, and prevention  
of cruelty to the same.

2. Not hunt or carry a firearm on property without the proper approval of  
the owner, occupier of controlling authority and shall strictly observe any 
conditions imposed upon him.

3. Be a responsible firearms owner and abide by current Firearms Laws.

4. Avoid unnecessary or deliberate damage to the environment,  
respect property, and other users of the outdoors.

5. Advocate sensible conservation practices at all times and promote  
New Zealand’s biodiversity ‘in situ’.

6. Practice the Field Guidelines when out hunting.

7. Be exemplary members of NZDA by promoting and abiding by its Rules,  
Field Guidelines and this Code of Ethics.
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HUNTING SAFETY 
GUIDELINES
Some suggestions from  
committee discussions.
1. It is recommended that hunters wear Hi-Viz clothing  

at all times while in the hunting block.

2. Alcohol may only be consumed after the days  
hunting is completed.

3. Illicit drugs will not be tolerated.

4. Only load your weapon when ready to shoot  
at your quarry.

5. Identify your target beyond any doubt.

6. Check the firing zone for people, non-target stock, 
buildings etc.

7. Never fire above the skyline.

8. Unload your weapon with the barrel pointing  
away from any potential hazards.

9. Never skylark with weapons.
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