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./ Bay of Plenty

NZDA

" New Zealand Deerstalkers Association

BAY OF PLENTY
BRANCH

Our mission statement is to retain, enhance
and create opportunities for the enjoyment of
legitimate recreational hunting and the sport of
shooting, for the members of the Association.

Founded in 1950, the Bay of Plenty NZDA
is a branch of the New Zealand
Deerstalkers Association.

COVER PHOTO: Thinus and Aleks Meyer with two red hinds at Motere Station
- see their story on page 13

Want to feature on the cover?! If you have a photo suitable for the cover,
please send it through to:



NOVEMBER 2024

The warm weather is here along
with the fawns and the flies.
While the deer are fattening up
for Christmas BBQs, harvesting
logistics are becoming more
difficult and proving a challenge
for those on multiday hunts.

Now is a great time to get yourself a meatsafe
bag if you're planning on heading away on an
overnight hunt during the holiday period.
Nothing worse than losing your hard-earned
reward from a day of stalking to the blow flies
while youre catching some well-deserved
shuteye.

The G.O.A.T. competition is nearly over, and
early reports from the organisers highlight the
success of the comp. Well done to those who
got out there and bagged some tails or
brought home a head. Chances of winning
something are much better than lotto and the
free-range organic meat and conservation
benefits make it worthwhile, regardless of
whether you win a share of the $70k prize
pool. The holiday season brings the excuse
needed for some new hunting equipment and
some time to use it. Best get your orders in
with Santa before someone buys you a
vegetable cookbook and vegan jerky. Im
looking forward to seeing everyone's new toys
tools at the range or on a club hunt next year.

We have three more club events before
Christmas so make sure you check the
dates and get along for some socidlising
before the holiday chaos ramps up -
Theyre dll in the next two weeks. The 22LR
Rimfire Benchrest Shoot in January will
come around fast. Last year the shooters
really enjoyed themselves and this year |
expect there will be even more competi-
tors so make sure you register early so you
don't miss out on a spot. It's a cheap way
to enter the world of benchrest shooting
and a great opportunity to hone your
shooting skills. See you at club night!

Readen
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CLUB EVENTS &
HUNTS CALENDAR

3 RANGE OPEN DAY BBO POTLUCK
i Date: Date: From around 6.00pm
9.00m to 3.00pm Plus final night to submit goat tails and heads for
National Goat Comp.
© CLUB SHOOT AND BBQ FINAL CLUB NIGHT FOR 2024 - African Safari Hunting
g Date: Date:
Contact: Speaker:
Bench Rest Shooting at Range NZDA North Is Regional Benchrest Championship.
[22LR Rimfire 50m for Score) : Hosted by the BOP Branch. Tokoroa Sports Shooting Complex.
iz Date: : Date:
G LT T
= NZDA North Is Regional Benchrest Championship (Hosted by the BOP Branchl
Date: Tokoroa Sports Shooting Complex.
Contact Baden. 027 490 8613
m Peeking Wallaby Match at Range  Club Night
i Date: : Date:
Contact: : Speaker:
g Bench Rest Shooting at Range
g Date:
Centrefire 100m for Group
Te Whare Okioki Club Hunt
-4
p, Date:
< Contact:
> Peeking Wallaby Match at Range
E Date:
Centrefire 100m for Group
P Bench Rest Shooting at Range
5 Date:
—

Centrefire 200m for Group

VISIT: www.deerstalkersbop.org.nz|/club-events for more NZDA BOP events and activities.
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RANGE NEWS:

A lot has been going on at the range this past month. We have just completed another major working bee on
Saturday the 9 th of November to finish off the replacement of all of the remaining rubber-filled target

backing drums at the 200m and 300m lines. Plus some scrub clearing and mowing, fence repairs, replacement of
some of the target backing boards, and some major rubbish removal and general site cleanup. Many thanks to the
28 members who turned up to help out on the day. The weather was great, as well as the camaraderie - and the
BBO was pretty good too!! See the pics on the clubs facebook page post from that day.

This weekend we have the TPRA shoot on Saturday (16 th ). and Baden's Peeking Wallaby match is on the Sunday
morning (17 th ). The Range ‘Open day' is on the following Sunday (24 th ). and the Sunday after that (Dec 1st ) is
our annual Christmas shoot and informal get-together up at the range.

This is normally aimed at being a fun event for the kids or grand-kids of any of our members to be able to
shoot on the range under supervision, and in a safe environment. However, all members new and old are
welcome to attend. We will have the very-popular miniature steel silhouettes set up [ pigs. chickens, deer,
etc.), as well as some paper targets which you can take home for 'show and tell' ! Note that this event will be
for RIMFIRE RIFLES and air-rifles only. Due to the noise factor we will not be allowing any shooting of
centrefire rifles until after 1:00pm, or once all of the kids have had enough shooting time on the range.

(The silhouettes are for use with .22LR only - so no .22mag or .17HMR on those ones please !}

The other part of this event is a BBQ lunch, along with some salads and pot-luck food offerings as well, so as
the saying goes ‘please bring a plate’ (to share with the others), or whatever you need for your own dietary
requirements, and we'll see you there?

3 of our members recently went to the USA to compete in a major Benchrest shooting competition in
Phoenix, Arizona. One of them even came back with a prize!! And from the results it seems like they didn't
embarrass themselves either! Good to see that even though BR is a very niche part of the rifle shooting
sports, Kiwi's are just as able as anyone to compete with the best in the world. Hopefully Baden will provide a
story for the newsletter in the near future.

Now that we have got the major (urgent) maintenance completed on the range,

there are still some jobs Imainly scrub clearing, spraying, mowing, etc.] that smaller crews of guys can
possibly do over the coming months of summer. So if you have some time during the week, or on a weekend,
and are able to work in with a few other guys to get a some tasks completed at the range site, then let me
know so | can get a list of names of possible volunteers together. Also, if anyone has some heavy machinery
that they might be able to loan to the club or allow us to store up at the range for awhile, that would be great
to have the use of. Small diggers or bulldozers, maybe an old tractor, or other earthmoving or contouring
equipment that may come in handy for prospective works on site would be handy to have up there.
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We are always looking for additional sources of funding to help with range maintenance costs, and
for development work to create new facilities on site. We have recently had a member donate
several boxes of some 1-tonne[3M lifting strops, which we will be offering for sale to the members as
a good price, and these funds will be going towards the range maintenance bills. (see the advert
elsewhere in this issue). Evan will have these for sale behind the counter at club-nights, so please
ask. Also we have just received a large quantity of the yellow plastic empty chamber safety
indicator tags (ECI tags| for rifles, so if you are wanting to purchase a few of these for your own use
they will be for sale up at the range on the open days, or Evan may have some available on club
nights as well. All of the proceeds of these sales go directly to the club and help to subsidise the
range budget.

However, as aregistered charity we do accept donations, and if you feel that you would like to make
a financial contribution to the clubs account - especidlly if you are a keen range user who for some
reason can't make it along to the working bees - then that would be appreciated. Please use the
following account for our BOP branch (don't send the money to Wellington office by mistake!)
NZDA-BOP branch: 03-0445-0184375-00

Sunday November 24th - g:00am to 3:00pm.

DO NOT LEAVE LIVE AMMO AT THE RANGE.
DO NOT PUT LIVE AMMO IN THE EMPTY CASE BINS.
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2024 NBRSA GROUF

Two and a half years ago when | thought
about creating a match to suit our 300m rifle
range, | would never have believed it would
have taken me to Phoenix, Arizona. The
Peeking Groundhog Match that we borrowed
from the Southfork Rifle Club in Pennsylvania
to create the Peeking Wallaby Match, was
based on short range benchrest shooting. This
got Grant Hammond, Steve Bell and | started
on a benchrest shooting journey. We
subsequently learnt that the NZDA represents
short range benchrest group shooting in New
Zedland. It seemed like joining a secret
society within the NZDA at the time.
Eventually we upgraded our modified hunting
rifles to competition spec benchrest rifles to
enable us to enter the national NZDA matches.

[IONALS

Several NZDA shooters travel overseas for competitive
benchrest shooting. Mostly to the World championships
which are held in a different country every two years or
to the USA for their nationadls or state matches. In 2023
the Worlds were held in France and lan Owen from
Otago branch won a medal there. After talking to some
of the benchrest shooters we knew from Auckland
branch we were somehow convinced to enter the
USA's National Benchrest Shooters Association's
NBRSA) short range group national match in Phoenix.
Arizona in October. 103 of the best in the USA would
be competing. No pressure!

So a few months out we made plans. Our wives were
going to come too, so we would make a group holiday
out of it. Grant's daughter came as well and two other
shooters from Auckland. The main considerations for
going were how to get all our equipment there and all
the paperwork to get our rifles in and out of the two
countries. You basically need an import and export
permit for each country. We each took two suitcases
or a suitcase and arifle case to get everything there.
Plus we borrowed some equipment from other USA
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shooters. We took our own bullets and 6mm PPC
cartridge brass but purchased the primers and powder
at the match. Grant brought his rifle and Steve and |
shared his rifle. This helped out a bit with the amount
of gear we had to take and we thought his rifle was a
bit more competitive than mine.

At the NBRSA short range group nationals they shoot
four rifle classes: Unlimited (UNL. mostly rail guns).
Sporter (SP), Light Varmint (LV) and Heavy Varmint
[HV). In New Zealand we only shoot LV and HV. plus
an NZDA factory class. You shoot those rifles at two
distances. 100 yards and 200 yards. You don't have to
enter every class. For reasons | won't go into, an LV
spec'd rifle can comply and shoot in the SP. LV and HV
classes. So as we had LV rifles we competed in all
three of these classes. This meant we shot 6
yardages and 30 targets in total (each target is a
match). Including practice we used about 350 rounds
each.

As this was a group competition the object was to
shoot the smadllest S shot group in the top record
portion of your target. Where you form the group is
not that important although most shooters are aiming
near the central bullseye (or mothball as it's called in
benchrest group shooting). Wherever your first shot
goes, you want to get your next four in the same hole.
Hidden behind the record target is a moving piece of
paper called a Moving Target Backer. This is checked
when the target is pulled to see if it has five or more

holes in it [they show up spaced apart in a straight line).

Any less than five and you get penadlised 1MOA (or 1
inch per missing shot at 100 yards and 2 inches at 200
yards). A missing shot is devastating. We can shoot
as many sighter shots at any time in the lower portion
of our target. We get 7 minutes to complete our firing
lor match).

The competition was held at the Ben Avery Shooting
Facility at Phoenix. This is a massive complex. They
had a public range. a benchrest range, a small bore
range. a Police practice range. a 600yd NRA range. a
cowboy action range, a cowboy mounted horseback
range. a clay target range. pistol ranges. an archery
range and God knows what else. There were shots
going off all over the place. dll the time. The benchrest
range is dedicated to Walt Berger who owned Berger
Bullets. The Berger factory is in Phoenix. Walt Beger
was a dedicated benchrest shooter and was primarily
responsible for creating the World benchrest
championship competition.

The course of fire for the competition started off on
Tuesday 22nd of October with five days of practice until
Sunday. Some shooters had driven three days across
the USA to get to the match and would be shooting four
different rifles! On Monday to Wednesday the four rifle
classes then competed at 100 yards. Then the target
frames were then moved to 200 yards and Thursday to
Saturday we shot again.

There were 103 entrants. Five from Canada, five from
New Zedland and 90 from all over the USA. | can tell you
that it was pretty nerve racking practicing next to other
top ranked shooters you had either read about or
watched on YouTube interviews. My goal was not to
come last! As we weren't shooting the Unlimited class
we had Monday off. Tuesday though was the baptism of
fire. Who had to shoot first? Me. Bloody hell. Don't f$%k
it up!

In benchrest you win by aggregates. A fancy way of
saying the average of your group sizes. Each class
yardage is five targets (or 5 matches). Your five group
sizes added together and divided by five is your average
group size or aggregate (or Agg for short]. Asit's a group
shooting competition, the smallest groups shot are also
recognised and recorded. Quite often the shooters who
shoot really small groups are not the ones with the
smallest aggregates. Redlly small groups are sort of a
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statistical anomaly. Unfortunately for me | seem to shoot the
odd small group but not necessarily a small aggregate. More
practice required! The main aggregate placings are given out
for yardages. rifle classes and multi-gun if you shoot in more
than one rifle class (2. gun. 3 gun and 4 gunl.

So at 8:00am on Tuesday morning October 29th 2024 | find
muyself sitting on the firing line at Phoenix AZ on a 65 bench
firing line looking at a 100 yard benchrest group target and
listening to the commence fire command being given. Whilst
sitting amongst the best in the USA. In my head | am saying
DONT SHOOT A BIG ONE. DON'T SHOOT A BIG ONE..Then holy
shit, the American civil war sounded like it was happening a
second time. | better get on with it | thought and fired a fouling
shot. The winds were light but steady from the left so | got
down to business and went to the record after firing a couple of
sighters. The first match in the SP100 | shot a 0.350" group. Not
small but not huge either. In the second one | shot a 0.126
group, a personal best! My Agg for the SP100 was 0.3040"
which was 59th. Not last, so OK | can relax a bit now and start
to enjoy this. It's supposed to be a holiday after all

After lunch we shot the LV100. In this one | shot a small group
for one of the five matches at 0.124" and my Agg was 0.2852
(both personal bests). My placing in this yardage was 33rd and
the best | achieved. Grant, Steve and | were shooting off the
same bench one after the other. We didn't bring personal
shooting stools so we had to use the wooden range stools.
These were perfect for my height but too high for Steve and
Grant and it was affecting their shooting. Mid tournament they
borrowed a spare stool from another shooter and their shooting
improved but then mine went backwards. So later on | went
back to the wooden stool. Interesting how an inch or two of
seat height can affect your shooting.

Without going into all the statistics the five of us from NZ
achieved about middle of the pack over three rifle classes out
of 100 shooters. It was a huge learning experience and pretty
awesome to meet the top shooters in the sport. It's the first
time | have competed in a sporting event overseas and had to
stand for our national anthem being played. That was pretty
cool and nice to see our flag flying next to the Canadian and
USA flags. Lucky for me my match winning small group won
me a medal so | got to bring home something for the trophy
shelf.

We had a great time as a group and managed to fit in some
other activities such as desert hot air ballooning early one
morning. So thanks Benchest Team NZDA-BOP for the great
holiday. Thanks to the Auckland branch members who had
been before us and were able to give us the advice to make the
trip much easier. Finally thanks to the NZDA organisation itself
because without NZDA supporting competitive shooting, and
benchrest shooting, this trip may never have happened at all.

3y Buden Frentice
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FUNDRAISING OPPORTUNITES FOR MEMBERS

NOVEMBER 2024

We have a couple of items for purchase now: of which the funds will go towards the rifle range maintenance and
development fund. These will be available for purchase on club nights, at the range itself, or can be made available for
pickup at another location/time by prior arrangement with Dean Maisey, Evan Dines, or Chris Fryer. For payments we
can take cash, or eftpos (if a terminal is available - i.e. at range open days’ or club nights). or direct payment into our
club’s bank account [preferred). The NZDA-BOP branch bank account is: 03-0445-0184375-00

LIFTING STROPS
3 METRES LONG, I-TONNE RATED (ONCE USED)

One of our members has generously donated a couple of boxes of these
‘as-new’ lifting slings/strops to the club, as a fundraiser. We have used some
of these slings at our recent working bee for lifting out the rubber backstop
drums, and they are awesome. However they could be used for towing. or a
multitude of other uses around the home, farm, or when out hunting.

‘Disclaimer is that these are being sold ‘as-is' for personal use only. If you are wanting to
use them for a commercial application, then you would need to pay for them to be
re-certified, and the club accepts no liability for any way you may choose to use (or
misuse) these items.

Normal retail price on similar 3M/1-Tonne strops is in the $25-$30 range.

WE ARE ASKING $10.00 EACH FOR THESE. OR YOU CAN FEEL FREE TO ROUND
ITUP ABIT AS AN ADDITIONAL DONATION TO THE CLUB IF YOU LIKE.

These are a recommended item for when transporting firearms, and are
mandatory for use at the range, including on our Range Open Days. This simple
device gives a quick and clear visual reference that any firearm is ‘safe” and
unloaded when one of these bright yellow tags is inserted into the chamber of the
rifle, shotgun, or pistol. The long stem on these universal indicators is small enough
to fitinto the bores of .17cal rifles, so (unlike some of the other ECI devices that
we have had in the past] these ones will fit the popular .77HMR rifles, as well as
17cadl qir-rifles, .22cal, and anything bigger up to about 44cal.

We have now received a large number of these [so many that | had to get my
kids to count them for me!) which will be available for purchase at the rifle range,
or we can make some available for purchase at club nights.

(See Evan at the bar)

PRICE ON THESE ONES IS $4.00 EACH. OR IF YOU NEED [0 OR MORE OF THEM,
THENLET ME KNOW DIRECTLY PLEASE SO WE CAN ARRANGE THAT FOR YOU.

Or. if you would just like to make a general donation to the range maintenance or development fund at any time.
that would be greatly appreciated. The NZDA-BOP branch bank account is: 03-0445-0184375-00

Please put something on the payment reference for our statement like RANGE DON. If you could also

please email our treasurer Jill to let her know what your donation is for: treasurer@deerstalkersbop.orgnz

MANY THANKS FOR YOUR SUPPORT EVERYONE

Dean Maisey, Range manager. Email: range@deerstalkersbop.orgnz




NZDA BOP CHRISTMAS SHOOT

\WHEN: SUNDAY [ST DECEMBER
TIME: FROM 9AM
WHERE: THE TECT PARK RANGE

22 cdlibre rifles at paper targets BBQ lunch served at 12 noon.

[non standard) and metal

silhouettes at 2ometres. Plenty of snacks and drinks available.
Children shooting must be Larger calibres and longer range
supervised by a Firearms shooting available after lunch.
License holder.

PLEASE ADVISE IF ATTENDING -
AND NUMBERS TO ASSIST
WITH CATERING. TO:

Email: ehrismaisey@xtra.co.nz
Phone: 0274 967 259




CLUB NIGHT - DECEMBER 3RD F




CLUB NIGHT - FEBRUARY 4TH FROM 7PM

SIMON CARKEEK FROM PRACMED T0 GIVE US SOME
INSIGHTS FOR THE IMPORTANCE OF PROPER FIRST AID AND
BLEED CONTROL IN THE BUSH.

Have alook here - it's pretty epic what they do:
https:|/lpracmednz.com/about-us|

We are hoping to offer First Aid Training with him
after the course, details to be confirmed.

Our Values

<

Wa are Relantloss with owr
Inmowation




Paid access hunting is a relatively new
concept for many and there is heavy debate
as to whether it is fair that farmers charge
hunters for access to their land, especially
given we are assisting them with pest
control. There is also the question whether
farm or bush edge hunting is even hunting at
dll with relatively easy terrain to navigate
and usually an abundance of animals to
shoot. Whatever your opinion, | tend to use
the old cliché "don't knock it until you have
tried it".

Having started my hunting career fairly late at 45 years
old and not being a Bay of Plenty local, my knowledge of
where to hunt was limited. There were the obvious places
like Clements Mill Road for Sika and the well-worn Kaimai
tracks for reds, | even bashed around in the bush up
number 3 and 4 roads behind Te Puke chasing fallow but
the going was tough and my success rate almost
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non-existent. | didn't have any contacts for farm
access, so | searched online and found Hunting HO
[now known as Outdoor HQ). With a decent number
of farms to choose from most ranging from $100 -
$150 per day per hunter for access, | quickly started to
build up a list of regular hunting spots where | knew
the terrain and was almost always guaranteed
animals. Best of all. | didn't have to share the area with
anyone else ensuring my safety and that of my son
and my dog who often join me.

Fast forward 5 years and | now use paid access
hunting to supplement my public land adventures.
There is no doubt it is easier and the deer more
plentiful, but | don't always want to bust my ass in the
bush for days on end with little return. | have a 73-year
father who loves to hunt with me but would never
handle a 3 day tramp into the Kaimai's and my wife
who dlso likes to join me on the odd hunt would far
rather stay in a warm hut with a fire place and running
water than under a tarp in the great outdoors.

Having posted an advertisement in the NZDA monthly
newsletter asking for expressions of interest from
members in a paid access farm hunt, | got 3 takers
keen to hunt with me at Motere Station on the edge
of the Pureora Forest on the western side of lake

Taupo. Unfortunately for me they were all South
Africans and with an All Blacks Vs South Africa test
match that weekend, | couldn't have been in worse
company. Despite the on-field rivalry however and the
constant ribbing, the guys were bloody good fun and
whilst there was talk of climbing up a hill in the dark to
get some cell signal at Tam, we didn't watch the game
anyway. The hunting was epic, as it always is at
Motere, with all 4 of us coming away with an animal
and one of the guys taking away 2 (a total of S
animals). We hunted both the bush and the bush edge
and as usual there was sign everywhere with the
hungry reds unable to resist the temptation to feed on
the pasture in the late evenings and early mornings.
With farm tracks, a quad bike and a side by side,
meat recovery was easy and we all managed to take
home chilly bins, bulging with processed venison
packed in ice. A special mention must be made of
Alex Meyer. son of Thinus who also joined us on the
trip. at 10 years old he can skin an entire deer on his
own as shown in the picture above - well done mate,
we were dll really impressed!
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In summary, paid access hunting in my opinion has its
place in the long list of options for hunting deer. It is a
great training ground for novice hunters whilst they build
their confidence and skills, and it is much easier going
for those of us who are past our prime and prefer a
few comforts or can no longer navigate tough terrain. |
have had the pleasure of hunting some of the most
picturesque farmland in the country and have stayed in
some of the most luxurious private huts. | almost always
go home with an animal or 2 and for a few hundred
bucks. | think it's well worth it. Whatever your
preference, don't knock it until you try it and remember
a deer in the freezer is still better than 2 in the bush.

5} Matt Batohelor
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THE FULL RANGE OF DOMEX TENTS ARE AVAILABLE AT HAMILLS TAURANGA
437 CAMERON ROAD, TAURANGA




THE FULL RANGE OF DOMEX TENTS ARE AVAILABLE AT HAMILLS TAURANGA
437 CAMERON ROAD, TAURANGA

¥ o

]

In high spirits we made our way just over an hour
into our regular spot. My old bush tent was best
described as decrepit [rest in peace buddy) so |
was very excited to put this new tent through its
paces and see what all the hype was about.

It was a fast and simple set up making a
comfortable camp before heading out for an
afternoon hunt. Whilst sitting watching a grassy
face we were hit with some abrupt unforecast
weather, forcing us back to the tent.

We arrived back just as things began to turn really
bad, the bright yellow coloured fly a beacon of
comfort.

We sought shelter back in our tent as the skies
opened up and we spent the night sitting in the
tent as we were battered by the weather. This
tent is at least a full square metre bigger than my
old tent, but weighs less. The added space was
much appreciated in the rough weather.

The following morning, we woke up to a sodden
Kawekas, water was still dripping from the trees
but lucky for us our Domex tent held up and we
were warm and dry. Typical Kiwi summer. The
seams of this tent model are up to a crazy 42%
stronger than than a standard twin needle taped
seam, so the weather gods could have thrown
more at it and it would hold strong.

| was redlly impressed with the durability,
waterproofing and lightness of this tent. They are
a redlly simple but effective design, really easy to
put together and pull down, even when they are
wet, and using a footprint is a must if you want
less clean-up when youre home again.

This trip might have been a wash out for hunting,
but it was the perfect conditions to try our new
Ascent 2. We can't wait to get back out in the
bush, hopefully with some better weather, but
confident we will be comfortable even if it's not.
This tent is definitely worth getting into!

WHAT IS A STEALTH SEAM?

This cutting-edge technique combines ultrasonic
edge-joining with high frequency radio welding of
tape seals, making the seam up to 42% stronger
than a standard twin needle taped seam. The
weld will provide water tightness for the life of the
tent fly, unlike a taped seam, which generally does
not. Until now this technology has only been
available on heavy fabrics.

gy Can /%/5/‘@

@camsfoodadventure
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NZDA

- Rotorua Deerstalkers

SAT 23 NOVEMBER - 10 AM START

OPEN & HUNTER CLASS
R/F 3P at 50 & 100M
10 shot matches both classes

SUN 24 NOVEMBER - 10 AM START

OPEN & HUNTER CLASS
C/F 4P at 100M

10 shot matches Open Class
5 shot matches Hunter Class™

(*reason: ammo cost & light barrels heating up)

Facilities: Covered concrete mounds (so you stay dry in the rain), cold
running water, no electricity, composting toilets, camping undercover at the
range (locked at night but key available), camping fee for the weekend $5.

Flyer created courtesy of www.spreadtheword.nz




THE BIG HOPES AT MT. ZION

Note from the Editor: The following was held over from earlier in the year. A big thanks to Isabell for taking
the time to write this and for supplying some great photos and apologies for the late publishing of this story.

Ak

In 2023 the NZDA was super fortunate to secure
to go hunting to help with Pest Control at the
Mount Zion Station in Whanganui. Last year was
all about a cull - several hunts were organized to
help reducing the numbers at Mt Zion, so the
members were keen as mustard to get over
there for their fair share of fallow.

Unlimited animals, cheap and nice accommodation and a lot
of fun - who wouldn't sign up for it in a heart beat? Fast
Forward 2024 - The NZDA Crew has been successful and
the numbers at Mount Zion have definitely changed. After 3
weekends of hunting. our group was the last one heading
down to Whanganui for the hunt on Matariki weekend. 10 of
us. Hopes, excitement, new members who signed up to be
part of the Mt Zion Success. But things have changed... The
weekend was tough. Definitely more hunting than culling.
Putting the effort in is definitely necessary! Its not like driving
up with the Quard into a big mob and shooting a few of
them. No they are clever - and flighty and fast!

We all arrived on Friday evening for a bit of a chat, splitting
up the areas and an early night to be ready for the morning.
In the early hours we all made our way onto our areas to
shoot some animals. Waiting, hoping...it is not easy to be
patient. Our group was quiet lucky and we were able to
shoot a couple in the morning. Those hills are pretty steep.
when you have to climb all the way down to find, gut and
carry your animal back to the Quad.

'k

A lot of people definitely redlized that they had to work
on their fitness levels! Back for a quick coffee for lunch
and it seems like everyone got a couple down...good
effort! We can't sit still for long - the itch is too big to try
for a few more. And we were lucky again. A few 350m
shots were necessary though to get another two and
then A LOT more patience, to wait for the night to come
in and the deer to come out for a little look. once they felt
secure. [t was cold! But the patience was worth it,
climbing the steep hills in the dark - worth it! And crawling
those tracks back up with a dead fallow in tow, redlizing
that it was a very long day - all worth it!

The hot shower is amazing and the food tastes excellent
after a day like this! A few more yarns and a very very
good sleep, ready for the next morning. And again - its
still dark when we're heading out to try for another few.
Definitely now hunting more than anything else! The
patience pays and we are getting another 2 (long way,
big climb) and one running across the paddock, which we
managed to chase down and shot from 180m, running.
Stoked! Definitely worth while going. but it was surely not
easy! We definitely earnt our animals and will be back,
but just making clear that Mount Zion isn't the place with
thousands of deer anymore - they have learnt, they are
smart and you definitely need to be a good and patient
hunter to get your share in Wanganui. See you down
there next time!
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NZDA SUBMISSION ON ARMS (SHOOTING CLUBS,

SHOOTING RANGES, AND OTHER MATTERS)
AMENDMENT BILL

NZDA HAS SUBMITTED ON THE ARMS AMENDMENT BILL.

This largely relates to the regulation of clubs and ranges, but as the title alludes, there's some important
and fundamental changes, importantly moving policy making to Justice from Police.

Many of our clubs and committees have submitted, along with our HUNTS team.
However, the more voices the better.

Due to the complexity of this law change. we were not able to distribute this to you earlier but rest
assured guidance was sent to your branch to submit on your behalf. We thank all those volunteers

who took the time to submit as every voice counts.

NZDA is also requesting to appear before the Select Committee at Parliament to speak
to MPs about our views.

You can read the Bill and the Arms Act using the links below. If you are short on time you can take
the key points below and state that you largely support the submission made by NZDA.

LINK TOBILL:

https:/lwww legislation.govtnz/billlgovernment/2024/0085/14.0/LMS993712 htmI?mc_cid=f9cd39a49f&mc_eid=99dd4 0172

LINK TO ARMS ACT:

https:/[www legislation.govtnz/billlgovernment/2024/0085/14.0/LMS993712 htmi?mc_cid=f9cd39a49f&mc_eid=99dd40f172
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"TRADING

FOR SALE

GOT SOMETHING TO SELL OR ARE YOU WANTING TO BUY?

Simply email a photo, a few words, the price and your phone number to
editor@deerstalkersbop.org.nz and we will be sure to publish your listing.




T
26THNOVEMBER COMPETITION

CLUB PRIZES.

These will be awarded at the December club night 3rd December.
There are not too many local entries yet so get your tails and heads
in so you are in the draw for a prize.

NATIONAL PRIZES

These will be announced on social media on 13th December.

REMINDER

Tails and heads can be entered on club nights.

KEY INFORMATION

Simply bring in your goat tails on our final night of the competition and be a part of
our BBQ Potluck on the 26th of November from around 6pm. There will be some
spot prizes from Kea Outdoors at this event also.
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TRX300 Bigred 4wd 2000 -

- Fully serviced

- New engine oil and filter, diff oils replaced, IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS
brakes serviced, good battery, startermotor PLEASE CONTACT KERRY PASK
checked, ball joints, tie rods, wheel bearings checked

- Good tyres Wanda P341 put them on last winter ON 0zii37i67!

- Only done 100hrs on these tyres

FULL VEHICLE«NRAPS ﬁn

'

$_3 995+Gs

Proud supporters of the NZDA BOP.

. 075785731

@ www.rutherfordsigns.co.nz Rutherford
<?> 10 Glasgow Street, Tauranga Slg NS...







NZDA BOP CLUB CHILLER

CHILLER USE RULES

Chiller use is a privilege that may be removed if access is abused or rules not
adhered to.

Clean up after yourself, every time you access the chiller.

Use a fish bin or other suitable container to catch dripping blood etc. and remove
from site when you take your meat away.

No skinning or butchering on the NZDA premises. The chiller is for hanging only,
no processing of any sort is allowed.

All waste must be removed from the premises when you take your meat away,
including any part of an animal, blood, and all wastewater.

All animals/meat must be tagged with a label denoting the date hung, name
and contact number of the person who hung it in the chiller. Any meat without a
label will be considered a donation to the club.

The maximum time for hanging any meat or animal is 10 days.

Do not hang any foul meat or contaminated carcasses.

Take care not to contaminate anyone else’'s meat with hair, blood, dirt etc.

It is preferable to hang all carcasses with the skin on and to hang any partially
processed meat in a breathable bag or muslin cloth. Hanging carcasses and meat
should not touch the chiller walls or they may (partially) freeze.

Respect the facility and other members meat.

For more information or if you need to report any issue, misuse, or abuse of the facility
you can contact Reuben on 027 482 8969 or at reuben@deerstalkersbop.org.nz.
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e HAMILLS muraxca

— TRUSTED SINCE 1955 —

Taurangas exclusive stockist of
Swarovski and Nightforce optics

We also stock Stoney Creek, RAB and Swazi Clothing
and most major hunting brands of firearms and accessories

437 Cameron Road, Tauranga
P: 07 578 0995 E: tauranga@hamillsnz.co.nz

THE BAY'S BEST

m g&/l'?&/‘f’, %ﬂ 2a8

H S antf Beers

FUNCTION ROOM AVAILABLE



A/ TRV T ESTED 2

AVAILABLE FROM YOUR

AMMUNITION ' .»; LOCAL HUNTING RETAILER

ENGINEERED TiO

DROP DEER *
WHERE THEY STAND

SEHSDH

Accuracy, combined with massive bullet impact
performance means that Deer Season XP is a great
choice for all deer hunters.

.270Win 130gr | .270WSM 130gr | .30-06SP 150gr | .30-30Win 150gr | .308Win 150gr |
350 Legend 150gr | 6.5 Creedmoor 125gr | 7mmRM 140gr | 7mm-08Rem 140gr

Proudly distributed by KILWELL

Walk-in Chillers
(-10°to +10°)

SERIAL CHILIER

Monoblocks +
Accessories

Accessory Packs
GWYNG YOU THE CHILLS Includes:

Meat Rails, Shelves

WWW.SERIALCHILLER.NZ Hooks and Gambrels.

Stephen Ward 027 5555065 stephen@serialchiller.nz




NEW ZEALAND DEERSTALKERS
ASSOCIATION (BOP BRANCH) INC.

PO Box 311, Greerton, Tauranga 3142
Club Rooms, R617 SH 29. between Barkes Corner & Takitimu Drive
Website: www.deerstalkersbop.org.nz
Branch Secretary: secretary@deerstalkersbop.org.nz

BRANCH OFFICERS:

President

Reuben Hayward

president@deerstalkersbop.orgnz

Vice-President

Tim Taylor

tim@deerstalkersbop.orgnz

Secretary Isabell Zitzelsberger secretary@deerstalkersbop.org.nz
Treasurer Jill Fryer treasurer@deerstalkersbop.org.nz
COMMITTEE MEMBERS:
Membership Officer Jeremy Woolerton membership@deerstalkersbop.org.nz
Range Manager Dean Maisey range@deerstalkersbop.org.nz
Range Officer Trainer Royce Downes
HUNTS Instructor Doug Wiliams 07 544 3065
huntscourse@deerstalkersbop.org.nz

Patron/Clubrooms Custodian Keith Theobald
Refreshments Manager Evan Dines
Media Manager Karl Jager
Range Sub-Committee Chris Fryer

Grant Hammond

Richard McEwan

JoshuaKeen
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NEW ZEALAND DEERSTALKERS
ASSOCIATION (BOP BRANCH) INC.

OTHER DELEGATIONS AND BRANCH CONTACTS:

Newsletter Editor Matt Batchelor 021222 5854
NZDA Board north Island Rep.  Tim Taylor tim.taylor@deerstalkers.org.nz
Eastern Region Fish and Mike Jarvie rangernz@gmail.com

Game Councilor

CLUB NIGHT:
First Tuesday of the month at 7.30pm.
Doors open at 7pm if you want to come early for a chat!

COMMITTEE MEETING:

Second Tuesday of the month at 7.30pm.
All correspondence to be sent to secretary@deerstalkersbop.org.nz.

NEWSLETTER:

Opinions and views expressed in this newsletter are not necessarily endorsed by the branch,
its executive committee or the national association.
All newsletter content to be sent to editor@deerstalkersbop.org.nz
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Formed in 1937,
the New Zealand Deerstalkers’
Association is New Zealand's
recognised National body
representing and speaking
for hunters generally. The
fundamental aim of the
association is to ensure that the
organisation and management
of recreational hunting in
New Zealand is carried
out by hunters.

< Bay of Plenty

~<NZDA

Mew Zealand Deerstalkers Association



